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November 19, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 135
[Docket No. FAA-2008-1208]

To whom it may concern,
Submitted for your review and consideration are Omniflight’s comments concerning Docket FAA-2008-1208, Document ID: FAA-2008-1208-0001
Omniflight Helicopters, Inc. overall supports the proposed A021 and offers the following comments for consideration. A050 as presented.  
Paragraph e: 

The increase of VFR weather minimums; 

We believe the increase of VFR weather minimums will have a positive impact on HEMS safety. 
The change in Table 1 to read, “Night Vision Equipped and Night – Unaided”; 
Under today’s guidance pilots must continuously evaluate the moon condition and sky cloud coverage percentage which increases the likelihood of a pilot applying the incorrect weather minimums. This change eliminates this possibility. This is also a positive step toward safer operations. 
Paragraph f:
Support as written.

Paragraph g:

Support as written.

Paragraph h:

We find the paragraph as written to be somewhat confusing and easily misunderstood. For example there is discussion relating to “Proceed VFR” segments, however there is no reference to “Proceed Visually” segments. We offer the propose language below for the last sentence of the paragraph.  

If an approved VFR segment, “Proceed Visually” segment exists as part of an approved Instrument Approach Procedure (IAP) or Special IAP, the associated approach minimums would apply.

Paragraph i:

Support as written.

Additional comments/questions:

1. Currently many HEMS operators are authorized to conduct IFR operations utilizing Exemption 6175. We feel that Exemption 6175 must survive, or the language in this proposed operations specifications include language which allows deviation from 14 CFR 135.213(a) requirements.  
2. Exemption 6175 contains specific pilot training that must be successfully completed prior to use. There is no training guidance or requirements found in the proposed operations specifications. The Administrator must provide training guidance and standards to their inspectors and operators. We suggest that such guidance be published in FAA Order 8900.1, Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS). 
3. Exemption 6175 also contains specific aircraft equipment requirements. The Administrator must provide equipment requirement guidance and standards to their inspectors and operators. We suggest such guidance be published in FAA Order 8900.1, Flight Standards Information Management System (FSIMS). 
Omniflight Helicopters, Inc. supports the proposed A050 as presented.  
Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Clark Kurschner

Director of Operations

Omniflight Helicopters, Inc.

clark.kurschner@omniflight.com 

Office: 972-715-0541
Fax: 972-776-0132
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