STATEMENT OF WORK

Objectives and Approach

The contractor will provide Dr. Lynne Angerer with professional laboratory services.  Junko Yaguchi’s work will focus on executing a large number of microinjections of sea urchin embryos that will be required for all of the projects in the Developmental Mechanisms Unit and for maintaining sea urchin embryo cultures. Prior experience is crucial for the execution of the high throughput design of the experiments proposed by Dr. Angerer.  The contractor will also participate in analyzing developmental defects that result from interfering the function of specific genes.  The contractor will keep careful records of all experiments performed.

Personnel, evaluation and schedule

A. Personnel:  Junko Yaguchi is an expert in microinjection of sea urchin eggs and embryos as she has carried out similar experiments for the past two years.  Personnel provided under the contract will comply with the rules and policies of the NIDCR and its staff.

B. Evaluation:  The contractor will be evaluated daily and if the contractor is considered to be substandard in the judgment of the supervisor, the contractor will initially receive notice of the problem from the supervisor and will be required to take corrective measures and to demonstrate improved performance.

C. Schedule:  The contractor will perform experiments for 40 hours per week, Monday through Friday.  Failure to arrive on time or to follow the time schedules or instructions as indicated shall be considered default of the contract.

D. Reporting Requirements:  The contractor shall provide professional services for the Developmental Mechanisms Unit, NIDCR during the period of July 17, 2006 through July 16, 2007.  The contractor will be paid a total of $27,000 for 50 weeks of work during this interval.  The contractor will receive $1080.00 every two weeks. 

Justification

Junko Yaguchi is uniquely qualified to carry out this difficult procedure, which is essential for the four major projects in the Developmental Mechanisms Unit that deal with discovering the gene regulatory networks that govern development of different cell types during embryogenesis.  Her participation is vital to the success of this research program.

