DESCRIPTION OF WORK TO BE DONE BY DR. PANKAJ SETH

During this period, Dr. Seth will try to investigate the effect of HIV-1 transactivating protein, Tat (from HIV-1 clade B & C) on gene expression profiles of cytokine and chemokines in human fetal brain progenitor derived astrocytes by ribonuclease protection assay and assay chemokine by ELISA. Based on the observations of these experiments and if time would allow, he will try to do similar experiments with molecular / lab clones of HIV-1 B and C to study modulation in human astrocytes and neurons. In addition to this, time will also be utilized for scientific discussions on the experimental findings so far with the important HIV-1 tat B and tat C studies, and to explore possibilities to develop joint collaborative projects in the field of NeuroAIDS.

