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On January 18, 2006, USDA issued new uniform guidelines for county committee elections to help ensure that FSA county committees fairly represent the agricultural producers of a county, especially socially disadvantaged (SDA) producers. The guidelines, authorized by the 2002 farm Bill, govern the FSA county committee election process and are designed to increase participation by minorities and women. 





This year elections will take place in Local Administrative Area #3 which covers the towns of Norwich, Lisbon, Preston, Griswold, Voluntown, Sprague, and North Stonington.


�


The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL farmers with large or small operations. It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county committees are a direct link between the agricultural community and USDA.





Committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers who serve on committees help with the decisions necessary to administer the programs their counties offer. They work to make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers. 





June 15, 2006 – Nomination period begins. Request nomination forms (FSA-669A) from the New London County FSA Office or obtain one online at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections" ��http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections�








�





Milk Income Loss Contract Extension (MILCX) is now available for dairy producers to be compensated when the Boston Class 1 milk price falls below $16.94 per cwt.





 	All members of the dairy operation must sign the CCC-580X for production eligible from October 1, 2005, through August 31, 2007, depending on ‘start month’ selection. The milk must be commercially marketed and produced in the U.S. The production limitation per fiscal year per dairy operation is 2.4 million pounds. The monthly payment rate is:


   $16.94 minus Boston Class 1 price times 34%.





For fiscal year 2006 the actual payment rates are:


	October 2005	$0.0000


	November 2005	$0.0000


	December 2005 	 $0.4080


	January 2006      	$0.1054


	February 2006	$0.1054


	March 2006	$0.4080


	April 2006	$0.8398








We are presently issuing 2006 Advance Direct Payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program. 





Farmers who want to update their contracts need to address land and business issues. 





Will you continue to rent the same property you rented last year?


A cash-rent certification may be used if you rented land last year, however, an advance payment cannot be issued until July 1, 2006


Are you changing the structure of your operation?





These questions need to be answered before sign-up.





















































New London County FSA Office


May 2006         





DCP Sign-Up Deadline Approaches





COC Nominations Begin June 15th





MILCX Sign-Up Underway – Payments being processed!








County Committee NOMINATIONS!





Dates to Remember�
�
�
�
May 17�
Initial MILCX Sign-Up Deadline�
�
May 18�
New London County Committee Meeting�
�
May 29�
Memorial Day Holiday (FSA Office Closed)�
�
June 1�
2006 DCP Sign-Up Deadline�
�
July 4�
Independence Day Holiday (FSA Office Closed�
�
July 15�
FINAL DAY to Report Crop Acreage�
�
Continues�
Farm Storage Facility Loans�
�






County Information�
�
�
�
Address: 


238 West Town Street Norwich, CT 06360


�
Phone Number:


   (860) 887-9941 


Office Hours:


  Monday – Friday


  8:00 am to 4:30 pm�
�
�
�



Staff: 


Marsha B. Jette, CED


Pat Smith, PT


Barbara Pagano, PT


Ronald Clark, FLM  


�



County Committee:


 


Vincent Malerba, Chair.


Andrew Johnson, V-Chm


John Gadbois, Member


Suzanne Sankow,


      Minority Advisor


�
�
�
�









FSA offers loans for farmers to purchase farmland and finance agricultural operations. FSA’s Loan programs are designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit.





Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $200,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $852,000. Emergency loans are always direct loans for farmers who may have suffered physical or production losses in disaster area designated by a Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration. Visit the county office for detail information.



































Marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments can be critical to the success of your operation. With that in mind, it’s important to comply with the rules. 





To be eligible for loans and LDP’s, you must comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial interest requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets Commodity Credit Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.





Requesting LDP’s and loans has been made easier with the CCC-633 EZ. Complete page 1 of the EZ form before losing beneficial interest. Once you’ve signed the EZ form you can submit an LDP request at any time during the loan availability period – before or after losing beneficial interest. (Beneficial interest means retaining ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and title to the commodity). 





Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan, even if you regain beneficial interest. 











The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.D. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





Marketing Assistance Loans, LDP’s





Farm Loan Programs








