Weather Information Management ( SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WIMS) User Training 

NAFRI – Tucson, AZ

October 30 – November 1 and November 1-3, 2006 

Day 1 (Monday October 30, 2006 or Wednesday November 1, 2006)
1300-1315—Course Logistics







Chuck Maxwell

1315-1415—Unit 1—Introduction to WIMS
Jim Brain







WIMS and the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) 


The Who, What, and Whys of WIMS

1415-1515—Unit 2—Working with WIMS
Doug Bright


Accessing WIMS, Fastpaths, and general navigation through program


Changing Passwords


Utilities

1515-1530--Break

1530-1700—Unit 3—Maintaining Station Catalogs—(NSTA and ESTA)
Jim Brain


Station Meta data, NFDRS Parameters and Extra Data Channels screen


Station ownership


Access Control Lists


Day 2 (Tuesday October 31 or Thursday November 2, 2006)
0800-0900—Unit 4—Daily weather observations
Doug Bright


Required data 


Relationship to ASCADS


RAWS Transmit times and standard observation time


24 hr min-max values


Measured data –vs.- calculated outputs


10 hour fuel moisture measurements


Solar radiation and State of the Weather

0900-1000—Unit 5—WIMS Observations—INPUTS
Jim Brain



How to enter or display observations. (DOBS, DRAWS, NOBS, EOBS, Export, Print, etc)


Use of the WET FLAG


Use of Special Observations 


Missing Data - What do you do?

1000-1015—Break

1015-1100—Observations—INPUTS (Continued)
Jim Brain



How to enter or display observations. (DOBS, DRAWS, NOBS, EOBS, Export, Print, etc)


Use of the WET FLAG


Use of Special Observations 


Missing Data—What do you do?

1100-1200—Unit 6—Displaying WIMS Outputs (Tools for looking at outputs.)
Doug Bright



Special Interest Groups (SIG)


DIDX, DIDM, and DMGR


Use of PLST to display observations and outputs


Averaging outputs (EAVG and DAVG)—do’s and don’ts

1200-1300—Lunch

1300-1400—Staffing Levels, Adjective Fire Danger Ratings, and Decision Classes
Jim Brain


1400-1500—Unit 7—Managing the Model


Startup of seasonal stations


Green-up


Monitoring outputs


Mid-season adjustments (ENFDR and RECALC)

1500-1515 Break 

1500-1630—Unit 8—NWS/Predictive Services Uses of WIMS and NFDRS outputs
Chuck Maxwell


How National Weather Service interacts with WIMS


Types of NWS Forecasts – Narrative Forecasts, Point Forecasts, and Trend Forecasts


Predictive Services use of weather data and NFDRS outputs


Stress the importance of accurate and timely data

1630-1700—Unit 9—Weather Station Maintenance
Doug Bright


NWCG Maintenance Standards


Day 3 (Wednesday November 1 or Friday November 3, 2006)
0800 –1000—Unit 10—Troubleshooting outputs



Use of DIDM, DIDX, DRAWS to aid in troubleshooting NFDRS outputs
All


Students review station catalogs to identify areas of concerns

1000-1100—Review WIMS Procedures, Student Q and A’s, and closeout.
Chuck Maxwell

