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$6.2 MILLION AVAILABLE TO INVEST IN RURAL
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
    
 BANGOR, Maine, February 22, 2008− Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer has announced the availability of $6.2 million nationwide for rural community capacity building.
The Rural Community Development Initiative helps community-based development organizations, federally recognized Indian tribes and other groups promote economic growth in low-income, rural communities. Recipients are required to obtain matching funds, doubling the value of the grants. The public or nonprofit intermediary organizations then provide funds to recipients to undertake projects related to housing, community facilities, and community and economic development projects.
USDA Rural Development State Director Michael W. Aube said “The Rural Community Development Initiative assists rural communities in expanding important programs that lead to more opportunities and a better way of life for their residents.” 

Eligible applicants include private or public organizations and Indian Tribes that have been legally organized for a minimum of three years and have experience working with the recipients eligible for this program. Dollar-for-dollar matching funds are required. Applications must be received no later than May 5, 2008.  For more information, visit http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/rcdi/index.htm or contact Ronald C. Lambert, Community Programs Director, at 990-9121 or ronald.lambert@me.usda.gov. 

USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested nearly $91 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.7 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/me.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.
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