[image: image1.png]\\\\\\\\\\‘\\‘\
\

AANAN

N
S \
| f&§§l§§:{f‘ﬁ}'%’
4 f Ao "o,p 'o,'
s V1 ) ?
gtﬁ; s y £ g
707 ‘ ‘ Hef
[/ ) g z v’
"2 g V) 2T
"'@""0. 3 7 Sy ey ..: %&i
000,.@!\\\\\\\‘\‘\“,‘#%;
“SYANACEN-
ANAGY. X

. ‘ S\
“\
\NNN NN

\\\\\\\\\



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







   Dec. 19, 2006

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS A WEATHER RADIO

PEARL—Searching for that perfect stocking stuffer?  The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) and the National Weather Service Office in Jackson offer this suggestion: a NOAA weather radio.

“Weather radios offer the earliest possible warning for any sort of severe weather, and early warnings have proven time and time again to save lives in Mississippi,” said MEMA Director Mike Womack.  “And they’re great gifts because severe weather, including ice storms and tornadoes, can and does strike our state during the winter.  Plus, you’ll be prepared for next year’s spring storms and hurricane season.”

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) manages a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous weather information directly from a nearby National Weather Service (NWS) office.  The network broadcasts weather warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day. 

“It’s an all-hazards radio network.  That means you receive not only weather information, but also warnings about chemical spills, AMBER alerts and other events that may threaten public safety,” Womack said.

“The public communication system we have is excellent, and the radio signal can be received in almost every place in Mississippi,” said Alan Gerard, meteorologist-in-charge at the NWS office in Jackson.  “NOAA weather radios save lives.  They should be as common in homes and public places as smoke detectors.”

Today’s radios are programmable so you can receive county-specific alerts.  They typically cost $30 to $150 depending on features and can be purchased at most stores that sell electronics.  Many can run on batteries, making them ideal for use when traveling or when the power goes out during severe weather.

For more information on NOAA Weather Radios including transmitter locations and frequencies, log on to the National Weather Service in Jackson Web site at www.srh.weather.gov/jan, and click the “NOAA Weather Radio” link on the left-hand side of the page.

MEMA and the National Weather Service urge all individuals, families and businesses to include a NOAA weather radio as part of their emergency supply kit. 

If you do not have a weather radio or cannot purchase one, it is recommended that you keep a battery-powered radio to be able to hear weather watches and warnings as local radio stations broadcast them.
To learn more about what you need to do to protect yourself and your family from severe weather threats, visit MEMA online at www.msema.org and follow the “Preparedness” link.
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“Disaster Preparedness Saves Lives and Property”

Visit us online at www.msema.org

