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May 28, 2008 


VA to Dedicate New National Cemetery 

What: 
The Department of Veterans Affairs will conduct a groundbreaking/ dedication ceremony for the new Sarasota VA National Cemetery this weekend.  The ceremony will include remarks by key VA and local elected officials, a ceremonial groundbreaking, the unveiling of the dedication plaque, and military honors.
Who: 
Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs William F. Tuerk

When:
Sunday, June 1, at 2 p.m.

Where:
Sarasota VA National Cemetery



9810 State Road 72 



Sarasota, FL 34241
Directions:
From Interstate 75, take exit 205 (Clark Road).  Travel east for 4 miles toward Myakka River State Park.  Cemetery is on the right.
Contact:
Tom Thomas, VA Public Affairs Officer



Office: (404) 929-5891


Cell: (404) 929-5891


Jo Schuda, VA Public Affairs Officer



Office: (202) 461-7547


Cell: (202) 577-3853


James Rich, National Cemetery Administration



Office: (202) 461-6240



Cell: (202) 615-0636

Background:
Located on a 295-acre site in Sarasota County along State Road 72, the new cemetery will become operational in late 2008.  It will provide burial options to nearly 400,000 veterans and their families who live in southwestern Florida.  VA will begin construction on a 15-acre section where burials are expected to begin in late 2008.
