Firewise Community Workshop Invitation Letter


(on agency letterhead)

September 16, 2002

Dear Dennis Clark,

Although headline news stories tend to feature wildfire threatening homes in California, the wildland/urban interface problem they describe is not exclusively a western phenomenon. 

In South Carolina we fight more than 4,000 wildfires a year – many more than most western states. The difference has been that, until relatively recently, rural and urban areas in our state had discrete boundaries. You might see the occasional home nestled in the woods but rarely an entire community. All that has changed. Urban sprawl is rampant in South Carolina. And wildfire in these areas is tough to control. As development increases, lives and property will be threatened as never before.

To learn more about the problem and begin working with us on some solutions, I invite you to participate in South Carolina’s first Firewise Community workshop to be held at Harbison State Forest Environmental Education Center on Tuesday, October 15. 

This one-day workshop will bring together citizens and community leaders involved in planning, developing, building, sustaining and protecting wildland-urban interface communities. Its format emphasizes participation and creative problem solving. I believe you will find it an informative, enjoyable, interesting and productive experience.

I have enclosed directions to Harbison State Forest along with a workshop agenda and registration form. Please complete the registration form and fax to: 803-896-8880. If you are not able to attend and have a colleague who might be interested, please share the registration information. There is no charge to participate in this workshop.

I look forward to seeing you on October 15. We’ll begin at 9 o’clock. If you have questions about the workshop, contact Jennie Morris, 803-896-8852 (jmorris@forestry.state.sc.us) or Anne Kyle 803-896-8845 (akyle@forestry.state.sc.us). 

Sincerely

Bob Schowalter

State Forester
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