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H.R. 883
American Land Sovereignty Protection Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Resources on May 5, 1999

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 883 would have no significant impact on the federal
budget.   The bill would not affect direct spending or receipts; therefore, pay-as-you-go
procedures would not apply.  H.R. 883 contains no private-sector or intergovernmental
mandates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets
of state, local, or tribal governments.

H.R. 883 would prohibit any federal official from nominating or designating any federal land
for a special or restricted use under any international agreement unless specifically authorized
by law, with certain exceptions.  Moreover, the bill would make ineffective the designation
of any area in the United States under such agreements unless the designation is specifically
authorized either by written permission from the landowner (for private property), or by state
or local law (for property owned by such governments).  Designations of federal land would
be ineffective as well, unless authorized by federal legislation enacted after enactment of
H.R. 883 but before December 31, 2000.  These provisions would affect designations of land
under programs such as  the World Heritage List and the Man and Biosphere Program of the
United Nations.  H.R. 883 would require the Secretaries of State and the Interior to submit
annual reports to the Congress on each site designated under these programs.  In addition,
before nominating any federal property for the World Heritage List, the Secretary of the
Interior would have to report to the Congress on the area's natural resources and the effects
that  the  listing  would  have  on  existing or  future  uses  of  the  site  or  other  lands  within
a 10-mile range. 

CBO estimates that the Department of State and the Department of the Interior (DOI) would
incur minor expenses to collect information (such as budget and staffing data by site) and to
submit annual reports to the Congress.  DOI also might incur some costs (for data gathering
and reporting) if it chooses to nominate any sites for the World Heritage List, but we do not
expect these to be significant.  The bill would have no impact on other federal agencies.

The CBO staff contact is Deborah Reis.  This estimate was approved by Robert A. Sunshine,
Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.


