Petition for Exemption from Experimental Exhibition Airworthiness Operating Limitation for Towing 

Exemption petition provision under 14 CFR Part 11.81
(a)
Name:


Darren C. Tidwell



Mailing Address:
257 S. 10450 E.





Huntsville, UT 84317



Home:


801-745-0082



Work:


435-863-8447



Fax:


435-863-8488



Cell:


801-391-5671



e-mail:


darren.tidwell@atk.com
(b)
Order 8130-2F para 161.b.44 prescribes an operating limitation for experimental exhibition aircraft to not be used for towing or parachute jumping.
(c) Requesting the removal of operating limitation preventing towing for aircraft N237Z.

(d) The purpose of the experimental exhibition category of aircraft is to allow the features and capabilities of unique antique or foreign aircraft to be displayed to the public to promote interest in aviation.  The Zlin Z-37 (Z-137) was produced in the Czech Republic as an agricultural spray aircraft.  Due to its power, flight characteristics, and rough field operating capabilities it was quickly adapted to glider towing operations throughout Europe.  It has become the premier tow aircraft use at the World Soaring Championships.  The aircraft under petition is a unique two seat version (only two were built).  It would be of great interest and benefit to aviation enthusiast and particularly the soaring community to demonstrate the capabilities of this wonderful tow aircraft in the United States.
(e) With the powerful and reliable Walter turbine engine, sturdy airframe, and the ideal flight characteristics (L/D max virtually the same as a glider) of the Z-37 the risk to the public would be far less than it is with the majority of less capable tow aircraft currently in use in the United States.  Additionally, the Z-37 has an extensive history of safe operations as a tow aircraft in Europe.  The tandem cockpit provides additional safety in allowing the required tow training to be performed in this aircraft.
(f) Summary:

1.
Order 8130-2F para 161.b.44 prescribes an operating limitation for experimental exhibition aircraft to not be used for towing or parachute jumping.
2. This petition is to exempt N237Z from the towing operating limitation
(g) No additional information added at this time.

(h) Exemption outside the U.S. not requested at this time.

