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Department of Energy

W-hington, OC 20585

Aprzl 14, 1999

.,

The Honorable John T. Conway
Chairman
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
625 Indiana Avenue, N.W
Suite 700
WAin~on, D.C. 20004 :

Dear Mr. CF&rn~:

Enciosed is the Low-Level Was/e Management Program Research and

Devefopmenr Impiementarlon Plan. The Department of Energy (Dep-e@ ~
developed this stmegy pursuant to iu commitments in the Defense Nuclear
Facilities Safery Board (D?VFSB) Recommendation 94-2 Implementdon Plan and
the “Qwerly Progress Report for DNFSB Recommen&rion 94-2 Jmw
through AMUCh 1998.”

The enclosed document describes the Department’s i.rnplemenmtion plan to
address research and dcvelopmenr aimed at reducing the uncertain~ of

evaluations of the long-term safety of disposed low-level waste and to seek out
improved technology TOenhance defense-in-depth for long term stiety of disposed
low-level waste. The doc&ent also identifies the roles of the field organ.i=tions,
the Office of Wasre .Management and Low-Level and Mixed Low-Level Waste
Center of Excellence, the Low-Level Waste Disposal Facility Fedetal Review
Group and tie Office of Science and Technology in the research and development
implementation process.

The Depamnent has completed the actions related to commitment 1X B.4
“Prepare Strategy to Address Low-Level Waste Research and Development” and
proposes ciosu.re of LhecornmiUnent. If you have any questions concerning this

information, ple~e contact me at (202) 586-7710 or Mark Frei at
(202) 586-0370. ‘:

Sincerely,

+IYm---qg
James M. Owen&ff
Acting ~sistant Secrw.zuy

for Environment Management


