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About 2.2 million vacant and abandoned homes exist in the United States.  Blighted homes pose dangerous environmental (lead, asbestos, toxic wastes) and public health (trash, rodents) problems and provide havens for drug use and violence. 


Campbell, Ohio, has a population of 8,537.  High levels of unemployment and poverty combined with insufficient government funding have allowed approximately 80 vacant and abandoned homes to exist.  Despite best efforts, traditional code enforcement used by Campbell and the county health department has not removed most of the 80 condemned homes.  Currently, the city spends limited resources (time, money, personnel) to tear down houses within the constraints of cumbersome asbestos regulations without a redevelopment plan.

The Shifting the Burden and Drifting Goals archetypes illustrate why abandoned homes will continue to increase at an unhealthy rate in Campbell, Ohio, unless new strategies are developed.  The archetypes provide insight about where resources can be best applied to have the greatest impact and leverage to address the regulatory quagmire and in tackling underlying assumptions.

This project focused on developing new solutions and a vision to engage stakeholders in finding non-traditional methods of dealing with blighted properties.  The project outlines a process to move stakeholders from the current reality to a new vision.  The project will engage stakeholders and community focus groups, identify funding sources, and involve regional land-use planning to maximize green space and minimize environmental hazards.  
The processes and ideas employed in this project could be extended to any community dealing with blighted property so that stakeholders in other areas of the country can develop long-term strategies to accomplish their vision and create healthier communities. This project fits into the national performance model for environmental indices and Healthy People 2010 to increase the quality and years of healthful living.

