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Words of Windham





A Newsletter for People who care about Agriculture





P.O. Box 399   ◊   Brooklyn, CT 06234   ◊    860-774-8397 x 1   ◊    FAX: 860-779-0148
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COUNTY COMMITTEE :   Kenneth Buell, Chairman ( Harold Bishop, Vice Chairman ( Betsy Molodich, Regular Member














Winter Dairy Farm Tour


Tuesday, February 27, 2007


10 AM – 2 PM





10:00 to 11:00 May Hill Farm (311 Dugg Hill Rd, East Woodstock) – new barn with manure storage, biofuel system





11:30 to 12:00 Valleyside Farm (Child Hill Rd, South Woodstock) - heavy use area





12:30  Lunch at Senexet Grange (Rte. 169, Woodstock) - $6.00





Speakers:  	NRCS – EQIP Projects & Funding 


CL&P Energy Conservation Programs


FSA Farm Loan & Various Programs


CES Educational Information





RSVP by Wednesday, February 21st for lunch count (860-774-9600)


























Introduction to Beekeeping 


The Eastern Connecticut 


Beekeepers Association is 


offering a Beekeeping School 


at UConn, Storrs, in the WB 


Young Building on Wednesdays 


from February 7th to the 28th. Class is from 7 to 9:30, with registration at 6:30 on the first night. The $40 fee includes classes, a book, and one year membership. Contact Adam Fuller at 860-455-1296 for information. 








Crop Insurance


You just cannot predict the weather and some years it is helpful to have crop insurance coverage. Be sure to talk to your agent about your coverage, meeting deadlines, reporting acreage and production requirements. Information is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rma.usda.gov" ��www.rma.usda.gov�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.ag-risk.org" ��www.ag-risk.org� and 1-800-424-9121 for the Crop Insurance Hotline, this number is also used to report crop insurance fraud. 








Emergency Loans 


If you had more than a 30% loss in crop production, you may qualify for a low interest emergency loan. Contact Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager, 860-887-3604 x 3023 for more information. 

















Dates & Events








February 10th - “Community Farming Conference”, at the Mercy Center, 167 Neck Road, Madison. 8:30 to 3:00, Fee includes lunch. Info at 203-974-8480 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctnofa.org" ��www.ctnofa.org�. The conference is focused with connecting towns, land trusts with land, to community groups that want a local farm, and farmers who need land and local markets.





February 27th - County Farm Tour at May Hill Farm, Woodstock, see article.





February 28th – March 1st - New England Farmers’ Direct Marketing Conference and Trade Show, Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge, MA Registration Fee, info at 1-617-626-1700 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.harvestnewengland.org" ��www.harvestnewengland.org�





March 10th -  “Cultivating an Organic Connecticut Conference” at Windsor High School, Windsor from 8:30 to 4:45 pm sponsored by CT NOFA and United Natural Foods. Info at 203-888-5146 or www.ctnofa.org





March 15th - Crop Insurance Deadline for corn, corn-crop revenue coverage, fresh market sweet corn, and potatoes. Contact your agent. 





March 21st - Ag Day at the Capitol 10 to 1 Encourage your legislators to attend. OYF Award and Journalist awards, exhibits, networking with farm groups and more. To display or include information for legislator agriculture bags, contact Ron Olsen or Jaime Lizee at 860-713-2503.





LAA-2 Community Elections 


Eligible voters in the towns of Woodstock, Thompson and Pomfret elected these farmers for a three year term, for County Committee representative and Community Committee members: 





   Harold Bishop, Woodstock Orchards    	-  COC  Representative


   Diane Miller, Fairvue Farms LLC		-  LAA-2 Chairman


   Linda Auger, Taylor Brooke Winery	-  LAA-2Vice-Chairman


   James Carter, Pomfret Center		- LAA-2 Regular Member 										


These farmers will help represent their neighbors in decisions and actions made by the Windham County FSA Committee. The committee meets monthly and also provides weekly updates for the NASS Crop Weather Report during the growing season. 








OFFICE STAFF:  Dawn S. Pindell, County Executive Director –x 109 ( Diane C. Holowaty, Program Technician – x 111 (


Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager 860-887-3604 x 3023

















