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Words of Windham





A Newsletter for People who care about Agriculture





P.O. Box 399   ◊   Brooklyn, CT 06234   ◊    860-774-8397 x 1   ◊    FAX: 860-779-0148





October/November 2006





COUNTY COMMITTEE


Kenneth Buell,


Chairman


Harold Bishop,


Vice Chairman


Betsy Molodich,


Regular Member

















CT Women’s Ag Network


Sunday, October 15th


4:00 to 7:00 pm


Potluck 


at the


Auer Farm 4-H Center, Bloomfield.





To RSVP or get info: Elaine Frost 860-491-2272 – ecfrost@bestweb.net














Dates & Events








October 8th - Cornucopia Fest at UConn 11 to 4 (see article). 


October 6th-9th  & 13th-15th -  16th Annual Walking Weekends in the Quinebaug & Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor, call toll free 866-363-7226 for a brochure or check � HYPERLINK "http://www.thelastgreenvalley.org" ��www.thelastgreenvalley.org� Over 100 free guided walks visit farms, forest, towns and more.


October 14th & 15th – Fall Festival Tyme @ Blue Slope Country Museum in Franklin, 10 to 3, $5.00 Adults/$2.00 Children, info @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.blueslope.com" ��www.blueslope.com�


October 17th - Deadline to get your farm listed on the Connecticut Department of Agriculture 2007 Farm Map. Contact the Marketing Division at 860-713-2503 for information. 


October 17th - Windham County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at Senexet Grange. Contact Myrtie Blackmer at 923-2710 for information.


October 26th thru November 18th -  “Forest Stewardship Short Course”  The course will include maps, photos boundaries and more. For info: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Steve.Broderick@UConn.edu" ��Steve.Broderick@UConn.edu� or call 774-9600. 


November 3rd - Connecticut Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, Howard Johnson, Windsor Locks 


November 3rd - Ballots will be mailed to Local Administrative Area 2 towns of Woodstock, Thompson and Pomfret. Vote for your representative on the Windham County FSA Committee and return your ballot by December 4th. 


November 17th - Apply for “Agriculture Viability Grants” CT Dept. of Agriculture, info at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ct.gov/doag" ��www.ct.gov/doag� or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ronald.olsen@po.state.ct.us" ��ronald.olsen@po.state.ct.us� or call 860-713-2503.  Two types of grants – Farm Viability or Farm Transition both provide matching funds of up to $50,000.00.


November 30th – Deadline to apply for cost share funds through NRCS for EQIP, WHIP and AMA. Call 774-8397 x 2 for information about these soil and water quality, wildlife and production enhancement programs.


November 30th – Deadline for NAP for Fruits & Nursery, The Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) provides funds when crop losses exceed 50% of expected production. 





Cornucopia Fest '06!


Come visit your College of Agriculture                     and Natural Resources at the twelfth                  annual Cornucopia Fest! Sunday, October 8, 2006, rain or shine, at the University of Connecticut, Route 195 and North Eagleville Road in Storrs. Exhibits are from 11:00 to 4:00. The Alumni Sale starts at 11:00, with remaining items to be auctioned starting at 1:00. Admission to Cornucopia is FREE and EVERYONE is invited!


New this year: Laser-radar demonstration • Gardening with nature: Creating low-maintenance sustainable landscapes • Take a guided tour of the UConn horse barn and meet the famous UConn Morgans • Learn about installing a geothermal well for your home • Horizon Wings Raptor Rehabilitation • Connecticut-grown chicken BBQ • Talk to our scientists • Watch the Cornucopia Cup polo match • Take a guided hike in the UConn Forest • Ask the Vet • Bring your ailing plants to be diagnosed by the Plant Doctor • Bring a half cup of garden or lawn soil for a FREE pH test • See antique horse carriages • Take a hayride • Visit the Horticulture Show • Bid at the auction • Visit the farms • Have an ice cream cone at the Dairy Bar • and much more! Admission is FREE and EVERYONE is invited! Visit www.canr.uconn.edu for more information.








Crop Conditions and Programs











( If you have crop loss concerns be sure to contact your Crop Insurance provider or our office for NAP or potential Crop Disaster Programs. 





( Emergency Loans of 3.75% are now available to farmers who have lost 30% or more of crop production. Contact Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager, 860-887-3604 x 3023 for loan rates, applications and assistance with applying for loans.





( Loan Deficiency Program – LDP’s are paid when the average market price of corn is lower than the target price. As you chop corn, you may want to check the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov" ��www.fsa.usda.gov� and scroll down to the box on the right that says “Daily LDP Rates”, click on state and county and you will be able to see if you should be applying for LDP’s as you chop or wait for a better rate as the season progresses. 





( MILCX – Be sure to change your start month by the 14th of the month before the month you wish to choose. With projections of dropping milk prices some farmers are opting to start their 2007 payment year in October of 2006. If you want to change your date to November, you must file a MILCX Modification with our office by October 14th. 





( Cover Crop is a required part of staying in compliance on your Conservation Plan. Ideally the cover should be on by September 15th. With the late planting, and replanting this year it may not be a reality to get cover on by that date. Be sure to do your best to get a cover on your highly erodible fields. Contact Nancy Ferlow, 774-8397 x 102 to let her know if you have not been able to get a cover on to assure that you are trying to meet the requirements of your plan. This is important because if you are determined “out of compliance” you are required to refund any USDA money paid to you in the year you are not in compliance with your Conservation Plan.











Conservation Program


Sign-Up


Natural Resources Conservation Service, State Conservationist, Margo Wallace has announced conservation program applications will be accepted until November 30th. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides up to 75% cost share assistance to farmers for installing eligible conservation practices to improve animal waste management, grazing land, soil erosion and other environmental issues. 


The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) provides both technical and cost share assistance to landowners who want to address the loss of critical fish and wildlife habitat, control invasive species and to restore degraded natural ecosystems. Contact 774-8397 x 2 for information and applications.   











OFFICE STAFF


Dawn S. Pindell,


County Executive Director –x 109


Linda M. Heon,


Program Technician – x 110


Diane C. Holowaty,


Program Technician – x 111


Ron Clark,


Farm Loan Manager 


860-887-3604 x 3023

















