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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 11, 2007

Contacts:

Janet Mizzi, (850) 769-0552 ext. 247

Tom McKenzie, (404) 679-7291 
Service Announces Availability of Perdido Key Beach Mouse Five-year Status Review

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced today the completion and availability of a five-year status review for the federally-listed Perdido Key beach mouse.

After reviewing all of the best scientific and commercially available information and data, Service biologists recommended the current listing classification of endangered for the Perdido Key beach mouse remains unchanged.  
A five-year review is an Endangered Species Act (ESA) mandated process conducted to ensure the listing classification of a species as either threatened or endangered is still accurate.  The five-year review is not a rulemaking; it provides an analysis and a "recommendation" rather than a "determination" and as such is not a decision document.
The ESA defines “endangered” as “…in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range…” whereas “threatened” is defined as “…is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range…” 
The five-year review and a list of Frequently Asked Questions are available online at www.fws.gov/panamacity  or may be requested by email to Sandra_Sneckenberger@fws.gov, by fax at 850-763-2177, or by regular mail to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Attn: Perdido Key Beach Mouse 5-Year Review, 1601 Balboa Ave., Panama City, FL  32405, or by telephone at 850/769-0552.  Please include your name and street mailing address in your request. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.  Visit the Service’s Southeast Region website at http://www.fws.gov/southeast/
