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MAP KEY: Impact of Land Mines (ratings do not include stockpiled land mines) 
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The Story In PicturesThe Story In Pictures

Minefields Around the World Mine Awareness

A minefield in the Jordan River Valley, which would ordinarily be 
suitable for growing fruits and vegetables

Young people in Cambodia learn how to 
properly mark a mined area

Deminers carefully use prodders to locate 
buried land mines

A demining dog and its handler detect 
mines on the Sena Rail Line in 
MozambiqueA minefield in a city park in Mostar, BosniaA residential minefield in Sarajevo, Bosnia

Any area that cannot be 
inhabited or put to productive 
use because of the actual or 
perceived presence of mines is a
minefield. Minefields can be as 
small as a person's home or as 
large as an entire section of 
countryside. 

Mine-awareness 
programs educate 
local residents on 
how to recognize 
and avoid land 
mines, and how to 
inform authorities 
about the presence 
of mines, with the 
long-term goal of 
decreasing the risk 
of accidents. 

Mine Detection
Mine detection consists of 
surveying, mapping and 
marking the areas where 
mines are laid. The primary 
ways to detect mines are 
manually, with metal 
detectors and probes, and 
with mine-detection dogs 
and their handlers. Even 
with advanced mine-
detection methods, the 
locations of the majority of 
land mines in the ground 
today are unknown.

Mine Clearance
Clearing mines is a 
slow, laborious, 
tedious and highly 
dangerous job. Once 
found, mines are not 
removed. Either a 
deminer detonates a 
charge over the mine 
to destroy it, or 
specially equipped 
vehicles roll over the 
mines to set them off 
in a controlled 
manner. 

Mine Victim
Assistance

More than 90 percent of 
mine victims are innocent 
civilians. Those who 
survive often lose limbs, 
eyesight and their place 
as valued members of 
their society. These 
survivors need ongoing 
medical care, prosthetics, 
rehabilitation and 
social and economic 
reintegration.

Mine destruction using heavy equipment An Eritrean land-mine survivor 
creates a pot in his ceramics 
workshop

Mine Action FundingMine Action Funding

PMN

Stake Mine

Butterfly Mine

Type 72

Bounding Mine

Common Antipersonnel MinesCommon Antipersonnel Mines

Antipersonnel (AP) mines are designed to wound or maim those 
who come in contact with them. These land mines are generally not 
visible to the eye because they are buried in random patterns in the 
ground or camouflaged with dirt, vegetation or sand. They can be 
laid by hand, aircraft or artillery, and can remain active indefinitely. 
Severe weather patterns can quickly move them to the surface. 

Type: Antipersonnel Blast 
The PMN is the most commonly 
encountered AP mine in the world. It 
can detonate with the weight of just 12 
pounds (5.4 kilograms) on the pressure 
plate. Its large explosive content 
generally leads to serious injury. 

Type: Antipersonnel Scatterable 
Called a butterfly mine because of its shape and 
appearance, this mine is scattered in clusters 
from aircraft or by artillery. It is small enough to 
fit in a person's hand and is produced in green 
or sand colors, making it hard to see. Pressure to 
the bulbous portion of the mine forces liquid 
explosives onto the base of the fuse. 

Type: Antipersonnel Blast 
These small plastic mines weigh just 
5 ounces (140 grams) each, and 
contain virtually no metal, making 
them difficult to find with metallic 
mine detectors. Their green color 
makes them relatively easy to hide 
in vegetation. 

SOURCES:
United States Department of Defense, 
Jane's Mines and Mine Clearance 2001

Type: Antipersonnel 
Fragmentation 
Unlike many other AP 
mines, stake mines are 
designed to kill. They are 
typically mounted on 
stakes and hidden by 
vegetation. The almost-
invisible tripwire that 
activates a stake mine can 
reach up to 15 meters. 
Once triggered, the blast 
hurls metal fragments 
outward, potentially 
killing groups of people 
as far as 10 meters away 
and seriously injuring 
those within 50
meters. 

Type: Antipersonnel Bounding 
Filled with metal fragments, this mine 
can kill in all directions. It is 
cylindrical and is set off by tripwires. 
Once the tripwire is activated, the 
mine jumps from underground to 
waist height before it detonates. It is 
designed to cause death and injuries to 
people within 100 meters. 

Norway

United States

United Kingdom

Sweden

Germany

Japan

Denmark

Netherlands

Canada

Australia

Italy

Switzerland

Finland

France

Others**

  * Figures are in millions of U.S. dollars spent since 1993.
 ** Others include Belgium,  Austria,  Ireland, Spain, Slovenia,
     Luxembourg,  Iceland and South Korea.
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Land Mines by the NumbersLand Mines by the Numbers

$3—Cost of producing a land mine, in U.S. dollars 

50%—Percentage of mine victims who die before reaching 
the hospital 

66%—Percentage of the world's poorest families who live 
with the daily threat of mines 

90%—Percentage of victims who are civilians 

328 square miles—Estimated amount of land 
(850 square kilometers) cleared in the 40 countries where 
the United States and others have provided assistance 

$1,000—Estimated cost, in U.S. dollars, of recovery for a 
land-mine survivor in developing countries 

10,000—Reported number of mine casualties in 2000 

45-50 million—Number of land mines still in place 
around the world 
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A land mine is a weapon of war that 
remains in the ground, ready to 
injure or kill innocent people, long
after the fighting stops. In one third 
of the world's nations, an estimated 
45 million to 50 million land mines 
plus unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
cause civilian casualties; prevent the 
cultivation of land; stop the 
movement of people and goods, and 
hinder political and economic 
stability. International humanitarian 
efforts that began in 1998 are 
reducing land-mine casualties; 
restoring land; reopening roads, 
schools and markets, and assisting 
survivors. Acre by acre, the threat of 
land mines can be eliminated. 
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Land Mines: Eliminating the Threat
CroatiaCroatia

AngolaAngola

AfghanistanAfghanistan
History: Since 1978, Afghanistan has experienced a 
Soviet-supported coup, bitter fighting between rival 
Islamic groups and the war on terrorism, leaving it         
one of the most severely mine-affected countries in             
the world. 

Impact: Eleven percent of the country is mine-affected 
with an estimated 4 million land mines. Most mines are 
in agricultural fields, irrigation canals and grazing areas. 
The nation averages 200 land-mine casualties per month, 
and nearly half of all victims die trying to reach a 
hospital. 

Progress: Since 1990, more than 86 square miles (224 
square kilometers) of high-priority mine-affected land 
has been cleared, and approximately 210,000 land mines 
and 985,000 pieces of UXO have been destroyed. The 
cleared land has provided employment opportunities to 
more than 9,200 farmers and industrial workers. Mine 
awareness has helped to reduce the casualty rate by 50 
percent. A total of 1.5 million refugees have been able to 
return to their homes. 

History: More than three decades of internal 
conflict have left Angola with one of the world's 
most serious land-mine problems. 

Impact: Approximately 245,000 square miles 
(635,000 square kilometers) are mine-affected, 
mostly in areas that are highly populated and rich in 
natural resources. During 2000, there were 840    
land-mine and UXO casualties recorded. Half of the 
casualties occurred on Angola's roads, illustrating 
that there is still no safe movement of people and 
goods. It is estimated that one in every 415 Angolans 
has a mine-related injury. For many survivors, the 
future consists of being cared for by their families; 
many have been reduced to begging. 

Progress: In 2000, approximately 2.2 square miles 
(5.8 square kilometers) of land were cleared, and 
1,335 antipersonnel mines and 75,017 pieces of 
UXO were destroyed. In the same year, mine-
awareness campaigns reached more than           
237,000 people. 

History: Croatia's approximately 1 million 
land mines were laid during its war of 
independence from Yugoslavia in the 1990s. 

Impact: Croatia has the highest 
concentration of land-mine contamination in 
the world. The most mine-affected areas are 
in eastern and western Slavonia and the 
former Serb-controlled Krajina. Land mines 
are buried in fields, around farmhouses and 
along roads and power lines. Agricultural 
activity is nearly impossible. Between 1990 
and 1999, an average of 128 casualties per 
year were reported. In 2000, 30 casualties 
were reported. 

Progress: Since 1999, Croatian deminers 
have cleared more than 2,600 mines from 6.2 
square miles (16 square kilometers) of land, 
returning some of it to agricultural use. 

ColombiaColombia
History: Throughout years of 
Colombian civil wars, the country's 
Army, guerrillas and paramilitaries 
used landmines. Guerrilla forces still 
use mines, as do coca, poppy and 
marijuana growers to protect their 
illegal drug crops. 

Impact: The fear of land mines is 
generating severe economic and 
agricultural losses. Land mines and 
UXO affect approximately 22 
percent of Colombia's territory. 
There are an estimated 70,000 land 
mines in the country. In many areas, 
land-mine infestation prevents 
children from walking to school. 

Progress: The constant cycle of 
fighting has led to a growing 
number of mine-affected areas and 
an increased casualty rate. 

FranceFrance
History: France has a large 
amount of UXO, 
particularly in the northern 
part of the country, left 
from the two world wars. 

Impact: Although UXO lie 
scattered throughout 
France, only part of the 
region of Verdun remains 
closed. It is estimated that 
19 square miles (50 square 
kilometers) in France are 
affected with UXO. 

Progress: Over the last 15 
years, French deminers and 
sappers have destroyed an 
average of 500 to 700 tons 
(450,000-635,000 
kilograms) of land mines 
and UXO annually.

JordanJordan
History: Jordan's mine-affectedness is a result of Arab-Israeli 
conflicts between the 1950s and 1970s. 

Impact: There are more than 220,000 land mines affecting 
an area of approximately 39 square miles (100 square 
kilometers). The minefields are generally confined to the 
areas around Jordan's border with Israel and Syria. Much of 
the rich Jordan Valley is deprived of production and travel 
use, due to mines. Since 1967, a total of 636 Jordanians have 
become land-mine casualties. 

Progress: Since 1997, a national mine-awareness program, 
demining operations and protective equipment have 
reduced casualties significantly. As of February 2000, 
Jordan's Royal Corps of Engineers had cleared 83,823 mines 
from more than 200 minefields, restoring more than 4.6 
square miles (12 square kilometers) of land to safe use. 

VietnamVietnam
History: A near-continuous state of war 
from the early 1950s until the late-1970s 
has left an enormous legacy of land mines 
and UXO. 

Impact: There are an estimated 3.5 
million land mines and 300,000 tons 
(272 million kilograms) of UXO in the 
country. The most mine-affected region is 
the Quang Tri province, which contains 
the former border between North and 
South Vietnam. Vietnam suffers an 
estimated 2,000 casualties a year from 
mines and has one of the world's highest 
concentrations of amputees as a result. 

Progress: As of early 2001, the 
Vietnamese Army had cleared 97 anti-
personnel and antitank mines and 23,514 
UXO. More than 7,000 UXO and 700 
mines were located and destroyed by the 
British Mines Advisory Group.

SOURCE FOR MAP INFORMATION: U.S. Department of State, Office of Humanitarian Demining
SOURCES FOR COUNTRY CALLOUTS: Hidden Killers 2001, Landmine Monitor 2001, Journal of Mine Action: Issues 4.1, 5.2, 5.3 
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