AD Economic Evaluation

Docket No.  FAA-2008-0524


Directorate ID:  2007-SW-77-AD
Helicopter Model:  Agusta S.p.A. Model A109C, A109E, and A109K2 Helicopters
The Airworthiness Directive (AD) requires inspecting for swelling, deformation, bonding separation, or a crack on each main rotor blade (MRB) with a certain tip cap installed, and if any of these conditions are found that exceed the prescribed limits, replacing the MRB before further flight.
The AD affects 101 helicopters of U.S. registry (44 without a tip cap, P/N 709-0103-29-109, plus 57 with that tip cap), and will take, for MRBs with any tip cap, except tip cap, P/N 709-0103-29-109, approximately 6 work hours per helicopter to accomplish the initial and 24 25-hour TIS repetitive inspections (assuming they include dye-penetrant inspections), and for MRBs with tip cap, P/N 709‑0103-29-109, installed, approximately 8 work hours per helicopter to accomplish the initial and 12 50-hour TIS repetitive inspections, assuming that these inspections require using a dye-penetrant method also, at an average labor rate of $80 per work hour.  Based on these figures, we estimate the total cost impact of the AD on U.S. operators to be $495,360.
Executive Order 12866:

Could the AD be considered a “significant regulatory action?”  Yes (   )   No (()

DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures:

Is the AD significant?
Yes (   )  Explain Below
No (()

Regulatory Flexibility Act:

Will the AD have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities?
Yes (   )   No (()
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