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March 19, 2008

Secretary Michael O. Leavitt

US Department of Health and Human Services 200 Independence Avenue S.W. Washington, D.C. 20201

North End Children's Center 332 Hanover Street Boston, MA 02113 617-643-8007

Dear Secretary Leavitt,

As the CEO of a HRSA-funded community health center which has served the North End (Little Italy) section of Boston, MA, I am writing to express my deep concern with the 60-day comment period stipulated in the February .29, 2008• Federal Register Notice-of PProliosed Rulemaking for .".Designation of-Medically Undeserved Populations and,Health Professional` Shortage Areas".

It is. apparent that the proposed methodology represents a great deal of serious thought and analysis on the.part of to Department: the very complexity of the proposed rule supports this observation. However, a methodology which has taken several years to develop, which requires 51 pages to describe in the Federal Register, and which will have such far-reaching implications for the nation's network of community heath centers deserves sufficient time for comment.

Inl a state like. Massaohusetts, which: is undertaking compreherisi've healthicare -reform aimed at insuring all Massachusetts residents, the consequences of the proposed rule will be especially profound; and deggate time! for analysis of the impact of the rule at the state-wide and local levels in order to provide:inforrned.)comnients,'t6 the Departriient-ii essential..

I would therefore respectfully request your consideration of an extension of the comment period for.this.very importanttr le..from.:6,0-.day=to>.150.'days so.that comments can be accepted by the Department until.-July-291-2008,
. -..
„ . Thank you for. your attention and, for: your siYpport of the nation's- coiiiYiii pity health center
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C.E.O. ,

cc_
Elizabeth M.. Duke, Ph•.D,.Administrator;-Health Resources acid Services Administration Marcia Brand, Ph.D., Associate Administrator, Bureau off Health Professions, HRSA
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