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Hands-On Universe™
Lawrence Hall of Science
Telephone: 510-642-0552
University of California
FAX: 510-642-1055
Berkeley, CA 94720-5200
E-mail: houstaff@hou.lbl.gov

REQUEST FOR PRINCIPAL’S APPROVAL 

University of California Human Subjects Approval Number 2001-2-40

Michigan State University Human Subjects Approval Number IRB#00-045

To School Principals:

Hands-on Universe (HOU) is a national program for science curriculum development and teacher enhancement centered at the Lawrence Hall of Science, University of California at Berkeley.  

HOU, in partnership with the Third International Math and Science Study (TIMSS) project at Michigan State University, is conducting a National Science Foundation (NSF) sponsored research project on best methods of professional development for grades 9 – 12 school science, mathematics, and technology teachers.

___________________________, a teacher from your school, has applied to participate in an HOU course this summer, and to join our NSF educational research project.  This course offers 3 academic semester units of postgraduate science credit through University of California at Berkeley Extension.   To accurately measure the effectiveness of professional development methods, TIMSS statisticians require that students in this teacher’s classroom complete a brief pre-test before and post-test after the teacher presents the HOU curriculum materials. All materials have been approved by the Committees for Protection of Human Subjects at the University of California and at Michigan State University. 

After the curriculum materials have been taught for 15 hours over a duration of about two months, the teacher will receive a stipend from NSF upon completion of the post-test by students.  Additional benefits and requirements are discussed in the HOU brochure.

Thus, we request your permission for this teacher’s students to be tested. We anticipate that each test will require less than 30 minutes of class time. Although the study may involve some classroom observation, there will be no video or audio taping of any kind.  Further, all student information will be kept strictly confidential.  The required Principal’s Approval form is included with this letter.  Please return this form to the address above.  This is crucial, as the teacher will not be allowed to participate without the principal’s signature. For further information about our program, please call Ms. Andrys Basten, HOU project manager, at (510) 642-0552.  Our website is http://hou.lbl.gov/     Thank you for your interest and support.

Alan D. Gould
Carlton R. Pennypacker

Project Co-Director
Project Co-Director 
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