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The extreme wet, cool conditions and excessive rainfall during the spring and early summer have farmers all across the county on edge about the fate of their crops. This has led to Governor Rell requesting a Disaster Declaration for Connecticut.
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If and when a disaster declaration is made, Emergency Loans will be available to eligible producers in the disaster areas. In the meantime, farmers are encouraged to maintain proper cropping and harvesting practices to insure the best value for their crops.
After an area has been declared a disaster, supplemental programs are often developed and services are provided through FSA. 

Please keep this office informed of crop conditions and remember to keep good records of all crop production. 
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On July 27, 2006, USDA announced changes to the marketing assistance loan (MAL) and loan deficiency payment (LDP) program. The amended policies and procedures affect the 2006 and subsequent crop years. 





The following are some of the regulatory changes to the MAL and LDP program:





Beneficial Interest Provisions – In the past, loan program regulations did not state that a producer loses beneficial interest in a loan eligible commodity when the commodity is delivered to a dairy, feedlot, ethanol plant, feed mill, wool pool or other end-use facility. The regulations were amended to state that beneficial interest is lost when a loan eligible commodity is delivered to one of the previously mentioned facilities.





Use of form CCC-633 EZ – In an effort to simplify the LDP request process, CCC recently issued a new LDP form, CCC-633 EZ. The CCC-633 EZ is a two-part form consisting of an agreement, which is page 1 of the CCC-633 EZ, and a request for benefits, which is either pages 2, 3, or 4, depending on the commodity.



































The 2002 Farm Bill provides for MALs and LDPs for the 2002-2007 crops of wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, soybeans, other oilseeds (including sunflower seed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, rapeseed, mustard seed, crambe and sesame seed), rice, upland cotton, peanuts, honey, wool, mohair, dry peas, lentils and small chickpeas.
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Additional funding has been made available for 2006 Farm Storage Facility Loans to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. USDA will loan money to build cribs or bins for whole grain storage, upright or bunker silos, and grain handling and drying equipment.
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MAL and LDP Changes by USDA





DCP Payments being processed!	








Disaster Declaration Requested    





Dates to Remember�
�
�
�
TODAY�
Sign CCC-633 EZ�
�
TODAY �
File Notice of Loss�
�
Aug. 10th�
COC Meeting�
�
Sept. 4th �
Labor Day Holiday (FSA Office Closed)�
�
Nov. 3rd �
Election Ballots Mailed�
�
Dec. 4th �
Last day to return ballots�
�
�
�
�






County Information�
�
�
�
Address: 


238 West Town Street Norwich, CT 06360


�
Phone Number:


   (860) 887-9941 


Office Hours:


  Monday – Friday


  8:00 am to 4:30 pm�
�
�
�



Staff: 


Marsha B. Jette, CED


Pat Smith, PT


Barbara Pagano, PT


Ronald Clark, FLM  


�



County Committee:


 


Vincent Malerba, Chair.


Andrew Johnson, V-Chm


John Gadbois, Member


Suzanne Sankow,


      Minority Advisor


�
�
�
�









USDA has released a booklet entitled “Pre-Harvest Security Guidelines and Checklist for 2006” to help agricultural producers enhance security at the farm level. The booklet contains practical measures to help protect against natural disasters, as well as the unintentional or intentional introduction of plant or animal disease. To get a copy, stop by the county office. More information is available at:


                 � HYPERLINK "http://www.usda.gov/homelandsecurity" ��http://www.usda.gov/homelandsecurity�. 



































If you participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program, take note.





There is a possibility that under current market conditions producers who receive 2005 advance counter-cyclical payments may be required to repay all or a portion of these payments.





You will have tow options to refund unearned advances:





Refund Option 1: The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will automatically reduce any DCP payments you receive between October 1, 2006, and October 31, 2007, to satisfy your obligation to repay the unearned 2005-crop advance counter-cyclical payments. 





Scheduled payments you may receive during this period include 2006-crop final direct payment, 2006-crop advance counter-cyclical payments and 2007-crop advance direct payments.





For this method, you need NOT take any action – the county office staff will automatically take deductions from future DCP payments.


 


Refund Option 2: This method follows procedures under the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996.





Under this option, you will be sent an initial notification letter following the end of each crop’s marketing year that ill inform you of the specific amount of the debt, followed by a 1st demand letter. At that time, you may settle the debt by writing a check to CCC. Please notify the staff at the county office, if you decide to use the Refund Option 2.








The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.D. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





Refund of DCP/CC Payments





Security Guidelines








