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 Joan Messina (217) 403-6248
USDA helps refurbish Energy apartment complex
Harrisburg, Ill., Feb. 6, 2007— Williamson Village is about to get an extreme makeover. The $405,000 renovation of the 28 year old apartment complex in Energy is scheduled to begin this spring.
Property owners Williamson Village Partners located in Marion closed on a $329,000 loan with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Feb. 1 to make major improvements to the complex.  Improvements will include energy-efficient appliances and new roof, floor coverings and playground area. 
Many of the changes will make the complex apartments more accessible for seniors and people with disabilities.  The entries to two of the five units will be raised and ramps added.  The laundry rooms will have front-loading washers and levered locksets, and the trash enclosure will be accessible.  Three handicapped parked spaces will be added.
Other changes include repairs to the mansard roof structures, windows added to the entries, and repairs to the parking area and sidewalks.
“Our goal at Rural Development is to make sure that safe, well-built, affordable housing is available in smaller communities,” said Cathy Abell, housing specialist in Harrisburg.  “The improvements will provide tenants with a more pleasant place to live while continuing to keep this housing affordable.”

The 40-unit complex was built in 1979 with USDA Rural Development financing to serve families, seniors, people with disabilities and people with modest income.  Rental housing financed by Rural Development is eligible for federal rehabilitation loans. 

Rural Development also provides rental assistance for qualified tenants living in apartment complexes they finance, including Williamson Village.  More information about Williamson Village is available from Shawnee Enterprises, Inc. in Marion at (618) 997-5365.
Rural Development offers a variety of direct and guaranteed rural credit programs for single and multi-family housing, community facilities, water and sewer systems and business development.  More information on their programs is available at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il/ or by calling 618-252-8621 ext. 5.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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