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	Implementation Priority:



	Rationale: There are over 4,616 islands along the Maine coast. Based on historical data, 616 islands have supported, or currently support, populations of seabirds, wading birds, waterfowl, or bald eagles. Of these 616 islands, 377 were determined to be Nationally Significant based on a criteria developed by USFWS, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, TNC, and Maine Coast Heritage Trust. Fifty-three colonial nesting seabird islands are currently lacking permanent protection. For instance, Jordan’s Delight is a spectacular seabird nesting island, with uncommon seabird diversity and is in close proximity to USFWS refuge islands. All of these islands are currently threatened by development and uncontrolled recreational use.


	Objectives:

· Acquire 53 Nationally Significant colonial nesting seabird islands
· Permanently protect these islands from development and enforce seasonal closures to protect nesting seabirds

· Evaluate potential of each protected island as a tern or alcid restoration site 

	Deliverables:

· Conservation ownership of 53 remaining Nationally Significant Seabird Nesting Islands which now lack permanent protection 

	Location: Maine (coast-wide)

	Target Species: Roseate Tern, Arctic Tern, Common Tern, Razorbill, Black Guillemot, Atlantic Puffin, Leach’s Storm-Petrel, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Laughing Gull


	Timeline: Next 15 years
	Lead Organization: USFWS

	Activity: Management, Aquisition

	

	Partner Organizations: MDIFW, National Audubon Society, Maine Coast Heritage Trust, The Nature Conservancy, and various land trusts from across the state


	Costs: $9,466,000


	Current Support:



	Unfunded:



	Potential Sources: Land and Water Conservation Fund, local land trusts



