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Effective May1, 2004, NOAA 
Fisheries is implementing 
several changes to dealer 
reporting requirements.  

 

Among the changes is a 
requirement for federally-
permitted dealers to report a 
trip identifier for each trip 
purchased from a vessel 
required to submit a Fishing 
Vessel Trip Report (VTR).  

 

Dealers and vessel owners will 
need to work together to ensure 
the trip identifier is transferred.  

 

Please read on to learn more 
about the trip identifier and 
how it may affect you… 
 

Dealers and vessel owners/operators 
working together to improve the status 

of  the fisheries 



What is a trip identifier (trip id)? 
• A unique number assigned to each fishing trip by 

federally permitted vessels  

• Used to link trip-specific information, such as: 

− Fishing Vessel Trip Reports (VTR) 

− Dealer purchase reports 

− Observer reports 

− Days at Sea reports  

− Biological sampling data 

• Critical to successful fisheries management.  

Why is reporting a trip id necessary? 
• Promotes a fully integrated databases 

• Provides a more accurate and complete picture of 
the fisheries 

• Links fishing effort and location data to the 
definitive landings reports 

• Enables fisheries scientists and managers to better 
assess harvest rates and the health of fish stocks in 
particular areas.   

  How will the reporting of  the trip id 
benefit me? 
• Provides a means for improving management 

strategies, and help improve the status of the 
fisheries  

• Provides a way to keep track of landings from 
important stock areas    

 

 

 

 

 

 

What  number will be used as the trip 
id? 
• Serial Number from the upper right-hand corner of 

the VTR  

• If more than one VTR is completed for a trip, use 
the serial number of the first VTR for that trip 

• VTRs are distributed to a particular vessel and 
should only be used to report fishing activity  for 
that vessel 

How will dealer get the trip id? 

• Each VTR contains two “Dealer Copy” pages that 
may be given to the dealer for this purpose 

• Alternative methods that better accommodate your 
individual business practices may be used 

• NOAA Fisheries may be available to work with 
industry to develop alternative methods 

 

When will this take place? 
•  May 1, 2004  

  

Where can I get more information? 
Phone:  Local Field Office listed on this brochure 

E-mail:  reporting.ne@noaa.gov 

Final Rule implementing these changes: 
www.nero.noaa.gov/ro/doc/frdoc/04edrfr.pdf 

Supporting documents for this regulatory action: 
www.nero.noaa.gov/ro/doc/frdoc/04edrRIRIRFA.pdf 

Copies are available from Patricia A. Kurkul, Regional 
Administrator, Northeast Region, NMFS,                 
One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930. 

 

What else is new in vessel reporting? 
No immediate changes to vessel reporting requirements 
are anticipated.  However, NOAA Fisheries is exploring 
systems to enable vessel owners and operators to report 

their fish catch 
information 
electronically.   

 

 

Gear type, location, effort Landings 

Gear type  - Landings     
Location - Landings  Ef-

fort - Landings   

Indicates impor-
tant information 
about the health 

of fish stocks 
Creates record of 

catch-location 
history     

 

 
  

Overview of  current situation: 

Vessel Trip Report 
(VTR)    Dealer Report 

When reports cannot be matched, information be-
low the red line cannot always be matched exactly. 

 


