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April 30, 2007

Docket Coordinator, Headquarters

U.S. EPA

CERCLA DOCKET OFFICE (Mail Code 5305T)

1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20460


Re:
Halaco Engineering Company



Docket # EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0072

Dear Docket Coordinator:

As the California State Assemblymember representing the City of Oxnard, which is the location of the Halaco Engineering Company site, I am writing in strong support of the addition of Halaco to the National Priorities List.

For decades, the operations of this former metals recycling company have been contaminating the soil, groundwater, and ocean and adjacent wetlands.  Part of the terrible environmental legacy of Halaco is a massive 40’ high waste pile.  You have recently stabilized this pile in order to stop the continued runoff and windblown distribution of its toxic and radioactive materials, for which I am very grateful.  

However, according to your recent Integrated Assessment Report, the contents of the waste pile include, but are not limited to, radionuclides, aluminum, arsenic, barium, beryllium casmium, chromium, copper, lead, magnesium, cesium-137, potassium-40, and thorium 228, 230, and 232.  The adjacent historic wetlands, which are the subject of restoration for public use, are also home to several endangered and threatened species.

In light of the contents and level of contamination of the waste pile and the continuing risk to public health, I believe that the pile must be completely removed from the site, not just treated and capped, and that it is deserving of a high priority ranking.

Thank you for you for your attention to the health of my constituents and to the environmental health of this fragile wetlands area, which is one of the few that remains on the magnificent California coast.

Please don’t hesitate to call on me if I can be of any assistance in your assessment of the worthiness of this site for NPL status.

Sincerely,
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JULIA BROWNLEY,
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