Subject: Flight Summary - Flight No. 558 N

Date: 4 September 2006

Flight No.:  558 N

Organization / Experimenter:  Louisiana State University / Dr. T. Gregory Guzik

Description of Experiment:  The High Altitude Student Platform (HASP) is a collaborative effort of the Balloon Program Office, Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility, and Louisiana State University. The objective is to develop and operate an inexpensive platform that can be used to flight-test small payloads, primarily ones designed and built by students from various universities. It is designed to carry up to twelve student payloads to an altitude of approximately 120,000 feet.

Launch Site: Fort Sumner. NM

Date / Time Launched: 4 September 2006 / 15:51 Z

Balloon: W11.82-1E-37

NSBF No.:  979

Mil Thickness: 0.8 Mil.

Balloon Weight: 1,639 lbs.

Experiment Weight: 1,002 lbs.

Suspended Weight: 2,000 lbs.

Gross Inflation: 4,003 lbs.

Free Lift: 10 %

Float Altitude: 122.8 Kft

Terminate Date / Time: 5 September 2006 / 09:22

Impact Date / Time: 5 September 2006 / 10:02

Location of Impact:  35-47.0 N / 112-00.45 W (42 nm north northwest of 

Flagstaff, AZ)

Total Flight Time (Hours, Minutes):  18 hours, 11 minutes Condition of

Payload:  Unknown

Remarks:  The flight was an operations and science success. It exceeded all preflight minimum requirements. The launch was smooth, under calm wind conditions. The ascent, float, and termination were normal. The parachute separation was performed using night/blind SAPR procedures. The science group has reported excellent results. The recovery crew will be on site at first light this morning.

