Subject: Launch Report - Flight No. 557 NT

Date: 26 August 2006

Flight No.:  557 NT

Organization / Experimenter:  Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility / Danny

RJ Ball

Description of Experiment:  Flight qualification mission for Stratofilm SF 450 W29.47-2X balloon.

Launch Site: Fort Sumner, NM

Date / Time Launched: 26 August 2006 / 15:03 Z

Balloon: W29.47-2X-71

NSBF No.: 978

Mil Thickness: 0.8 Mil.
Balloon Weight: 3,657 lbs.

Experiment Weight: 4,233 lbs.

Suspended Weight: 6,000 lbs.

Gross Inflation: 10,816 lbs.

Free Lift: 12%

Float Altitude: 122 Kft

Terminate Date / Time:  26 August 2006 / 19:37 Z

Impact Date / Time: 26 August 2006 / 20:18 Z

Location of Impact:  34-44 N / 105-54 W (13 nm southeast of Moriarty, NM)

Total Flight Time (Hours, Minutes):  5 hours, 15 minutes

Condition of Payload: Good

Remarks:  The flight was an operations and science success. It exceeded all pre-flight minimum requirements, and met all primary test objectives.  The launch was very smooth. The ascent into float, the extended float period, and LOS termination were normal. The parachute was separated using normal visual procedures. The aircrew reported that the payload was in good condition. The recovery crew is on the scene, and recovery is in progress.

