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author of several children’s books and a vol-
unteer who gives her time to help young peo-
ple make good choices in life. Alma Powell 
is one of the finest people Laura and I are 
privileged to know. And she is a superb 
choice for the Legacy of a Dream Award. 
I’m not kidding, either. 

You have chosen, on this important day 
for America, to pay tribute to a woman and 
a man who have upheld the highest ideal of 
American citizenship. In their love of country 
and their heart for service, they show the 
same character found in the life of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King. Thank you for the privilege 
of joining you this afternoon and for the 
pleasure of being able to honor these fine, 
fine Americans. 

May God bless the Powells, and may God 
continue to bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:16 p.m. at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
In his remarks, he referred to John J. DeGioia, 
president, and John Thompson, former head 
men’s basketball coach, Georgetown University; 
radio show host Tom Joyner; entertainer Aaron 
Neville; and civil rights leader Dorothy Height. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
January 17, 2005 

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order 
12947, the President declared a national 
emergency pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States constituted by grave acts of violence 
committed by foreign terrorists who threaten 
to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On 
August 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099, 
the President modified the Annex to Execu-
tive Order 12947 to identify four additional 
persons, including Usama bin Laden, who 
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace 
process. 

Because these terrorist activities continue 
to threaten the Middle East peace process 

and continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on January 
23, 1995, as expanded on August 20, 1998, 
and the measures adopted on those dates to 
deal with that emergency must continue in 
effect beyond January 23, 2005. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to foreign terrorists who 
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace 
process. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 17, 2005. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:29 a.m., January 19, 2005] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on January 18, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 21. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
January 17, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to foreign 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process is to continue in effect 
beyond January 23, 2005. The most recent 
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notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 21, 
2004 (69 FR 2991). 

The crisis with respect to the grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign terrorists 
that disrupt the Middle East peace process 
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on 
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities 
that have the purpose or effect of threatening 
the Middle East peace process and that are 
hostile to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions constitute an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to foreign 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process and to maintain in force 
the economic sanctions against them to re-
spond to this threat. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on January 18. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this letter. 

Remarks ‘‘Saluting Those Who 
Serve’’ 
January 18, 2005 

At ease. Thanks for the warm welcome. 
It is such a pleasure to be with the coura-
geous men and women of the United States 
Armed Forces. As we prepare to celebrate 
our Nation’s 55th Presidential Inauguration, 
I can think of no better way to begin than 
by giving thanks for our freedom and those 
who make it possible. 

Please be seated. It may be a long speech. 
[Laughter] 

Whether you serve in the Army, the Navy, 
the Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard, each 
of you has stepped forward to serve. You 
have risked your lives in faraway mountains 
and arid deserts, in perilous skies and on the 
high seas, to defend liberty and to free those 

trapped by tyranny. As I prepare to take the 
oath of office, I want you to know how grate-
ful I am for your service and sacrifice and 
how proud I am to be your Commander in 
Chief. 

And I am really proud of our First Lady, 
my wife. I love her dearly. I appreciate so 
very much the service and advice and friend-
ship of our Vice President, Dick Cheney. 
Like me, he married well. [Laughter] It’s 
good to see my mother and father. Secretary 
Rumsfeld, thank you for your great service 
to our Nation, and it’s good to see Joyce. 

I appreciate the military commanders who 
are here. I want to thank the members of 
my administration who’ve joined us, Mem-
bers of Congress, members of the active mili-
tary, wounded troops, Congressional Medal 
of Honor recipients. Family members of our 
fallen soldiers, thank you so much for being 
here today. 

Our troops watching from Baghdad, Iraq, 
and Bagram Air Force Base in Afghanistan, 
God bless you all. 

I thank Kelsey Grammer—what a fine 
man. I appreciate his patriotism and being 
the emcee of this fantastic event. I want to 
thank all the other entertainers who have 
taken of their time to entertain our troops 
and really to say—what they’re doing here 
is to say, ‘‘Thank goodness for your service.’’ 

The Inauguration of a President is a great 
moment in the life of our country. With an 
election behind us, the American people 
come together in unity to celebrate our free-
dom. A Presidential Inauguration is a testa-
ment to the power of democracy, a symbol 
of our confidence in the popular will, and 
a sign of hope for freedom-loving people ev-
erywhere. 

We are blessed to live in hopeful times, 
when the promise of liberty is spreading 
across the world. In the last 4 years, more 
than 50 million people have joined the ranks 
of the free. The people of Afghanistan have 
thrown off an outlaw regime and chosen a 
President in the first free elections in that 
nation’s 5,000-year history. And in coming 
days, the Iraqi people will have their chance 
to go to the polls, to begin the process of 
creating a democratic government that will 
answer to the people, instead of to a thug 
and a tyrant. 
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