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At many dock sites, cribbing is exposed and at some places there are metal or log projections underneath the docks that were submerged in previous years.  Chief Ranger Kangas is recommending that boating and sailing visitors bring extra lines that can be used for


spring lines, extra fenders, and especially ball fenders to keep boats from rubbing against docks.     


Even at docks with sufficient water depth for docking, there can be other problems.  Some of the docks have large gaps between the bottom of the sideboards and the surface of the water, so visitors with smaller boats especially need to be careful when docking or leaving a boat tied up to make sure that it will not drift up and under the sideboards.  Boaters should also be aware that due to the low water, getting in and out of your boat onto the dock will require a much higher climb or drop.  Use extra care and caution to avoid falls or injuries. 





Superintendent Green notes that unless the water comes up measurably during the next couple of months, there will be less dockage available parkwide this summer, so visitors will need to be careful and also considerate when docking.   





Low water levels are impacting the passenger ferry service operating from Minnesota.  Due to shallow water in Grand Portage, the Grand Portage- Isle Royale Transportation Line is not planning to run their vessel Wenonah right now, and may not be able to run it for the season unless the water levels rise sufficiently.  They are still operating the Voyageur II, however, which is a smaller vessel with a shallower draft.  The larger Wenonah’s draft is too deep to get into the shallow harbor and marina at Grand Portage.   The water depth is not affecting the Ranger III, which will be starting passenger service on June 1, or the Isle Royale Queen IV, which has already started providing passenger service on Mondays and Fridays.  The Queen IV will begin their summer schedule of 5 trips per week starting June 2, with trips every day beginning July 16.  




















Water levels at near record lows are affecting access to docks and harbors at Isle Royale, announced Isle Royale Superintendent, Phyllis Green.  “We are reminding all boaters to be extremely careful when motoring or sailing around the island this year, especially early in the season”.  





Park Rangers on spring patrol in late April and early May surveyed and recorded depths at docks in the park and found that many are very shallow and have limited docking spaces available.   For example, on the East end, the Tobin Harbor docks and the dock at Three Mile are very shallow.    The water at the dock at Caribou Island campground is from 3 to 7 ft deep.  At Duncan Narrows, another campground popular with boaters, the water is only from 2.5 to 3.5 ft deep.  Despite the low water levels, the docks in the Rock Harbor marina are still sufficient for docking larger vessels.  At the Rock Harbor gas dock the depth is 7.5 ft.  At the West end of the island, boaters also need to be careful at the docks at Grace Island campground and Beaver Island campground.  The park will be posting maps and photos from spring patrol showing water depths and conditions at the docks.  These maps and photos were accurate as of mid-May.  They can be viewed at the park website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/isro" ��www.nps.gov/isro�.    





Along with the shallow water at the docks, boaters also need to watch for large rocks and boulders that are now at or very near the surface.   Chief Ranger Larry Kangas is encouraging boaters to go slow and be very cautious when approaching docks and motoring into and out of harbors. With the water being down more than a foot from last summer, there are many spots where boaters might need to approach a dock differently than they have in the past due to large rocks and shallower shoals.  Rangers are advising boaters to approach each dock as if they haven’t been there before.  For example, while Beaver Island has around 2.5 feet of water at the dock, there are large boulders on the approaches to the dock that boaters really need to watch out for.  
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