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St. Croix National Scenic Riverway may benefit from matching funds for a National Park Service centennial initiative. At a press conference in Yosemite National Park August 23, National Park Service Director Mary Bomar and Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne identified 201 projects that are ready to be started on October 1 2007, the beginning of the 2008 federal fiscal year. One of the projects is to address growing concerns about water quality in the St. Croix, a federal Wild and Scenic River. 





The centennial initiative is intended to address needs of national park areas throughout the country in preparation for the National Park Service centennial in 2016. If centennial funding becomes available through the federal appropriations process, the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway could begin a $400,000 project to train water resource professionals throughout the St. Croix watershed in the use of a soil and water assessment tool (SWAT) to reduce loading of phosphorous, other nutrients and sediments.





Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources would provide $200,000 for the project, with the National Park Service providing $200,000 in centennial matching funds.





SWAT is a computer model that helps determine loading from tributaries. This, in turn, can help communities throughout the watershed know where measures to manage stormwater, control erosion and reduce runoff are needed and would be most effective. 





Over the past several years, the Science Museum of Minnesota’s Watershed Research Station has fine-tuned a SWAT model used elsewhere in the United States to reflect conditions specific to the St. Croix watershed. The model has been tested on the Willow River in Wisconsin and is ready to be made available throughout the watershed.





The reduction of nutrient loading is a priority for the St. Croix Basin Water Resources Team, which over the last decade has conducted numerous studies that provide information on water quality conditions and trends. Research by this group indicates that in order to preserve water quality, the amount of phosphorous and other nutrients will need to be reduced 20 percent by the year 2020.





The Basin Team is comprised of representatives of the National Park Service, Wisconsin and Minnesota Departments of Natural Resources, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, U.S. Geological Survey, Twin Cities Metropolitan Council, St. Croix Watershed Research Station, several counties and other organizations that monitor water quality in the St. Croix River and have a role in management of water resources throughout the watershed. 





“Good water quality is central to the health of the St. Croix and recreation on the river,” says National Park Service Riverway Superintendent Tom Bradley. “Along with the scenery, it’s what makes boating, swimming, camping and other activities enjoyable. The river’s exceptional water quality was one of the characteristics that led to its designation as a Wild and Scenic River, and we need to protect this key resource over the long term.”





Bomar noted that in addition to the projects identified for the initiative, there would be centennial funding to bolster basic park operations. The President’s fiscal year 2008 budget called for an additional $100 million a year for 10 years for park operations. Congress has included the first $100 million in the fiscal year 2008 budget that awaits final passage. 





“The full centennial initiative is a potential $3 billion investment in our national parks, two-thirds of it a public-private partnership of matching money,” says Bomar. 


 


Additional information on the centennial, including a complete list of challenge-eligible projects is available on-line at the National Park Service centennial web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/2016" ��www.nps.gov/2016� 
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