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NOAA HONORS VAN WERT HEROES FOR SAVING LIVES THROUGH

STORMREADY

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The tornado system that swept through Van Wert, Ohio one month ago on November 10, 2002 devastated the community and many lives, but the actions of several community heroes saved hundreds more.

Tuesday December 10, 2002, NOAA’s National Weather Service will present the StormReady Community Hero Award to Mr. Rick W. McCoy, Emergency Manager, Van Wert County, Ohio, Mr. Gary D. Adams, Chairman, Van Wert County Commissioners, and Mr. Stephan P. Gehres, Mayor of Van Wert, Ohio at 1:30 PM at the Family Life Center, 605 North Franklin Street in Van Wert. 

Mr. Timothy R. E. Keeney, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmospheres for the Department of Commerce will be the Keynote Speaker for the ceremony. Mr. Dale Shipley, Executive Director of the Ohio Emergency Management Agency, and Mr. Dennis McCarthy, Director of the National Weather Service’s Central Region will also speak. 

Mr. Scott Shaffer, assistant manager of the Van Wert Cinemas, will also be honored for his life saving efforts on November 10, 2002. 

StormReady is a program sponsored by the National Weather Service that helps community leaders improve their hazardous weather operations by improving communication systems and through public education. StormReady communities place NOAA Weather Radios, or other alert devices, in public facilities, and have community-wide public education programs to teach people how to protect themselves at work, school, on the road, or at home.    

The public is invited to attend. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
