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DALTON PRESCRIBED BURN BEGINS THURSDAY

(PECOS, NM)--Weather permitting, the Pecos/ Las Vegas Ranger District of the Santa Fe National Forest plans to burn approximately 959 acres over a 7-day period beginning Thursday, May 12th .  The Daltom Prescribed Burn will take place in Dalton Canyon, approximately 7 miles northwest of the community of Pecos, New Mexico, off of Forest Service Road 123.
The objectives of this burn are to initiate pretreatment of the Wildand Urban Interface Zone (an area where structures and other human developments come together with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels) to reduce the threat of catastrophic fire.  Additionally, this burn will return the area to its historic role by reducing fuel loading and providing habitat for small birds and animals.  This effort will initiate a trend toward increasingly healthy and sustainable forest conditions. 

 Burn plans include the use of hand ignition where fire is applied to an area within well defined boundaries to reduce hazourdous fules.

Assisting with the prescribed burn will be:  Four Wildland Fire Engines, a 10-person hand crew, a Holding Boss, a Burn Boss, a Smoke Monitor, a Perscribed Fire Monitor, an Ignition Specialist, and a Fire Information Officer. 

There may be smoke settling into the communities of  Lower and Upper Las Posada, Tres Lagunas, Terrero, and Pecos.  Smoke may also be visable from communities surrounding the prescribed fire area.
For further information on this prescribed burn please call Dolores Maese, (505) 438-7877, Lawrence Lujan, (505) 438-7628, or the Pecos/Las Vegas Ranger Station, (505) 757-6121.

[NOTE TO MEDIA:  For Fire Information or to visit the prescribed burn, please call (505)757-6121 or (505)438-7877.]
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