ICD9-Codes to Identify Ischemic Stroke Patients

There is a lack of consensus about the classification of patients with stroke. Identifying patients with stroke is highly dependent on the International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision (ICD-9) codes that are used.  Approaches that use different ICD-9 codes yield different results. 

Approach No. 1

436 acute, but ill-defined, cerebrovascular disease

Approach No. 2

434.xx 

436 acute, but ill-defined, cerebrovascular disease

Approach No. 3

433.x1, 434 [excluding 434.x0], or 436

Approach No. 4

Includes:

362.3 retinal vascular occlusion

433.x1 occlusion and stenosis of precerebral arteries

434.x1 occlusion of cerebral arteries

436 acute, but ill-defined cerebrovascular disease

Excludes:

433.x0 

434.x0

437.x

438.x

