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The GovernmentThe Government--wide Grant wide Grant 
Application Application –– SF 424SF 424

Standard form for submission of grant applications to 
the Federal Government
Was developed for use in State and Local programs 
where the preponderance of federal money is…

Was not developed by, or with the input of research 
agencies

Did not include key information, including:
Biographical information
Current and Pending Support
Standard budget categories found in research 
proposals
Human, Vertebrate animal, NEPA Information, etc.
Demographic Data



Yes, But…..Yes, But…..

What about the Research 
agencies????





………………….The SF 424 (R&R)



Agencies That Intend to Use the Agencies That Intend to Use the 
SF 424 (R&R)…as known today…SF 424 (R&R)…as known today…



SF 424 (R&R)SF 424 (R&R)
Background InformationBackground Information

There was early recognition that the 
SF 424, as a stand-alone package, 
would not work for research and 
related applications
Combining the SF 424 with research 
specific elements into a single 
application made the most sense 
Application consists of:

Forms; and 
Associated instructions for 
completion of each data element.



SF 424 (R&R)SF 424 (R&R)
Background Information Background Information 
(Cont’d)(Cont’d)

Rule imposed was two or more 
agencies required element for inclusion 
in the dataset 
Agency specific guidance will be issued 
by the agency via a standard 
application guide or as part of the 
announcement or solicitation

NSF has developed the NSF Grants.gov 
Application Guide for this purpose 



SF 424 (R&R) SF 424 (R&R) 
ComponentsComponents

Cover, Pages 1 and 2 – (Includes 
certification and assurance language)
Research and Related 
Project/Performance Site Location(s)
Research and Related Other Project 
Information
Research and Related Senior/Key 
Person Profile(s)
Research and Related Personal Data 
(PD/PI and co-PD/PI only)
Research and Related Budget



Basic Concepts on use Basic Concepts on use 
SF 424 (R&R)SF 424 (R&R)

This is “Version 1” – there will be a Version 2, 3, 
4….
Application has been built into “components”
With the exception of the Cover Page, all other 
components are optional
Application package has two distinct budget 
formats that an agency can select from:

Total Funds Requested; and 
Total Federal & Non-Federal Funds 

R&R Working Group provided Grants.gov PMO 
with the first programmatic application for use 
with the SBIR/STTR programs



Important DatesImportant Dates

Release Date – Date funding opportunity is 
posted on Grants.gov. Applicants may 
download application package and start 
working on application.

Opening Date - the first date the completed 
application can be submitted to Grants.gov.

Deadline Date – the date which application is 
due.  Note: Grants.gov will accept until 
midnight on Deadline Date!!























Any More Forms?Any More Forms?
Yes!  Each Research Agency will have to 
include forms for any additional information 
collected.
NSF Mandatory Forms

NSF Cover Page
NSF CheckList

NSF Optional Forms
NSF Deviation Authorization
NSF Suggested Reviewers
NSF FastLane System Registration















Submitting an Application Submitting an Application 
to NSF through Grants.govto NSF through Grants.gov

* Applicant or Researcher

1. Applicant* 
navigates to 
Grants.gov website

2. Applicant searches 
for program 
announcements

3. Applicant finds a 
program announcement 
and downloads 
application package 
(PureEdge forms) and 
instructions

4. Applicant 
completes application 
package

5. AOR submits 
application 
package to 
Grants.gov

7. NSF downloads submitted 
application packages and 
validates and inserts the 
information into FastLane

6,8. Confirmations 
are sent by both 
Grants.gov and NSF



Primary Goals of NSF’s Primary Goals of NSF’s 
Grants.gov Transition Grants.gov Transition 
ProcessProcess

NSF’s  Grants.gov Proposal Integration 
provides a seamless process which:

Electronically downloads submitted application 
packages to NSF from Grants.gov and 

Inserts the data into NSF’s corporate database

Proposal submitted via Grants.gov will look 
the same as a proposal submitted via NSF’s 
electronic proposal system to programs and 
reviewers



NSF Grants.gov Application NSF Grants.gov Application 
GuideGuide

Intended to serve as 
the primary document 
for use in preparation of 
NSF applications via 
Grants.gov
Includes step-by-step 
instructions for 
completion of each of 
the SF 424 (R&R) forms 
as well as the NSF 
specific forms
Provides specific 
instructions for inclusion 
and conversion of pdf 
files



Grants.Grants.gov gov ImplementationImplementation

In FY 05, twenty-three funding 
opportunities were posted to  Grants.gov 
“Apply”  -- all were  optional submission

Thirty-eight proposals were submitted to NSF 
using these opportunities



ImplementationImplementation

In FY 06, NSF will post 98 funding 
opportunities that will authorize or 
require use of Grants.gov:

8 programs will require use of Grants.gov; 
and 
90 programs will authorize use of 
Grants.gov.



ImplementationImplementation

All collaborative proposals must be 
submitted via FastLane  

By one organization (which include one or 
more subawards)
As separate submissions from multiple 
organizations.
http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/docs/grant
sgovadvisory06.pdf

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/docs/grant


ImplementationImplementation

NSF also does not accept  applications 
through Grants.gov for:

Submission of Letters of Intent and 
Preliminary Proposals
Changed/Corrected Applications
Revisions
Continuations
Supplemental Funding Requests



ImplementationImplementation

NSF’s full implementation plan for FY 
06 is available at:

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/docs/g
rantsgovadvisory06.pdf

In FY 07, the goal is to include 100% of 
NSF funding opportunities in Grants.gov 
“Apply”

http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/docs/g


ChallengesChallenges

The SF 424 (R&R) has not yet been 
evaluated for use with:

NSF Fellowship Programs
Instrumentation Programs
Complex mechanisms such as Centers 
and Facilities



Please Remember!!Please Remember!!

File attachments must be in pdf
Check the institutional names used!
Use the Checklist!
Read the Grants.gov Application Guide
Follow any special instruction in the 
funding opportunity
Allow extra time for editing!!!



Let me say it again!!Let me say it again!!
Attachments must be in PDF!Attachments must be in PDF!

Note Section 3.2.1, Creating PDF Files
Non-Adobe Acrobat Users

Can use Convert Files to PDF available 
under Quick Links in FastLane through 
Proposal Preparation or 
Research Administration



Grants.gov Next StepsGrants.gov Next Steps

Subaward capability will be available to the 
agencies and NSF will include the subaward 
form in the NSF application package by early 
2006. 
Separately submitted collaborative proposals 
are not included at this time.
Agency System to System Interface – MIT 
and InfoEd are testing the entire end-to-end 
business process with NSF



Questions?Questions?




