Part 396

Inspection, Repair, and Maintenance

Every motor carrier, its officers, drivers, agents, representatives, and employees directly concerned with inspection
or maintenance of commercial motor vehicles must comply and be conversant with these rules.

General
requirements

Recordkeeping
requirements

Roadside
inspection reports

Certification of
roadside
inspection reports

Post-trip
inspection report
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Every carrier shall systematically inspect, repair, and maintain all commercial motor
vehicles under its control.

Motor carriers must maintain the following information for every vehicle they have
controlled for 30 days or more:

* Identifying information, including company number, make, serial number, year, and
tire size

* A schedule of inspections to be performed, including type and due date

* Inspection, repair, and maintenance records

* Records of tests conducted on buses with pushout windows, emergency doors, and
marking lights.

These records must be retained for one year at the location where the vehicle is garaged,
and maintained for six months after the vehicle leaves the carrier’s control (via sale, trade-
in, or scrap).

Any driver who receives a roadside inspection report must deliver it to the motor carrier.

An official of the motor carrier is to examine the roadside inspection report and ensure that
any violations or defects noted on the report are corrected. Within 15 days after the
inspection, the carrier must sign the completed roadside inspection report to certify that all
violations have been corrected, and then return it to the indicated address. A copy must be
retained for 12 months from the date of inspection.

Every carrier must require its drivers to prepare a daily written post-trip inspection report
at the end of each driving day. Every driver is responsible for preparing such a report for
each vehicle driven. This report must cover at least the following parts and accessories:

*  Service brakes (including trailer brake connections)
* Parking (hand) brake

* Steering mechanism

* Lighting devices and reflectors
e Tires

* Horn

*  Windshield wipers

e Rearview mirrors

*  Coupling devices

*  Wheels and rims

* Emergency equipment.
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The report must list any condition that the driver either found or had reported to him/her
that would affect safety of operation or cause a breakdown. If no defect or deficiency is
reported or found, the report should state this. The driver must sign the report in all cases.
Before dispatching the vehicle again, a carrier shall ensure that a certification has been
made as to any defect or deficiency, that they have been corrected, or state those
deficiencies that do not require immediate correction. Carriers must keep the original post-
trip inspection report and the certification of repairs for at least three months from the date
of preparation.

Before starting out, the driver must be satisfied that the motor vehicle is in safe operating
condition. If the last vehicle inspection report notes any deficiencies, the driver must
review and sign to acknowledge that necessary repairs have been completed.

Every commercial vehicle, including each segment of a combination vehicle requires
periodic inspection that must be performed at least once every 12 months. At a minimum,
inspections must include all items enumerated in the Minimum Periodic Inspection
Standards, Appendix G to Subchapter B. Carriers may perform required annual
inspections themselves. The original or a copy of the periodic inspection report must be
retained by the motor carrier for 14 months from the report date.

Documentation (report, sticker, or decal) of the most recent periodic inspection must be
kept on the vehicle.

Motor carriers must ensure that persons performing annual inspections are qualified.
Inspectors must:

* understand the inspection standards of Part 393 and Appendix G
* be able to identify defective components
* have knowledge and proficiency in methods, procedures, and tools.

Inspectors may have gained experience or training by:

* completing a State or Federal training program, or earning a State or Canadian
Province qualifying certificate in commercial motor vehicle safety inspections
* acombination of other training or experience totaling at least a year.

Motor carriers must retain evidence of an inspector’s qualifications until one year after the
inspector ceases to perform inspections for the carrier.

The motor carrier may meet periodic inspection requirements through:

* State or other jurisdiction’s roadside inspection program;
» Self-inspection by qualified employee; or
* Third party inspection by qualified individual.

The motor carrier is responsible for ensuring that all inspections, maintenance, repairs,
and service to brakes of commercial motor vehicles comply with these regulations. The
carrier must ensure that the employees responsible for brake inspection, maintenance,
service, or repairs meet minimum brake inspector qualifications.

The brake inspector must:

* understand and be able to perform the brake service and inspection;
* know the methods, procedures, tools and equipment needed; and
* be qualified to perform brake service or inspection by training and/or experience.
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Qualifying brake Qualifying brake training or experience includes successful completion of:

training or . . . .
g * a State, Canadian Province, Federal agency, or union training program,

experience .

* a State-approved training program,

* training that led to attainment of a State or Canadian Province qualifying certificate to
perform assigned brake service or inspection tasks, including passage of CDL air
brake test in the case of a brake inspection, or

* one year of brake-related training, experience, or combination of both.

Maintaining Motor carriers must maintain evidence of brake inspector qualification at the principal
evidence of brake place of business or the location where the inspector works. Evidence must be retained for
inspector the period during which the brake inspector is employed in that capacity, and for one year
qualifications thereafter.
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Driver’'s Vehicle Inspection Report
Check Any Defective Item and Give Details Under “"Remarks,"

Alr Compressor
Air Lines
Battery

Brake Accassarias
Brakes
Carburetor
Cluteh
Defrostar

Drive Ling
Engine

Fifth Wheel
Froni Axle

Fuel Tanks
Heater

ooonoooooooobooao

TRAILER(S) NO.{S)

00

OoooOooooao

Hom
Lights
Head - Stop
Tail = Dash
Turn Indicators
Mirrgrs
Muffier
il Pressure
On-Board Recorder
Radiator
Rear End
Reflectiors
Safety Equipment
Fire Extinguisher
Flags-Flares-Fusaes
Spare Bulbs & Fuses
Spare Seal Beam

[0 Brake Connections
[ Erakes

O Coupling Chains
O Coupling (King)} Pin
O Doors

Femarks:

oOoOooao

Hitch
Landing Gear
Lights - All
Roof

Springs

OooOo0oOoooogd

Oo00oo

Springs

Startar

Steering
Tachograph

Tiras
Transmission
Wheeais

Windows
Windshield Wipers
Other

Tarpaulin
Tires
Wheels
Other

O CONDITION OF THE ABOVE VEHICLE IS5 SATISFACTORY

DRIVER'S SMOMATLIRE

[ ABOVE DEFECTS CORRECTED

O ABOVE DEFECTS NEED NOT BE CORRECTED FOR SAFE OPERATION OF VEHICLE

MECHANIC'S SIGHATURE

DATE

QAIYER'S SIGHNATURE

- DATE
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Vehicle Service Due Status Report

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

AR SEFSAL MUMBER
YERR TIAE ST
COMPAKY HUMEENVOTHEN LD OWHER, IF LEASED
MILEAGE
MILEAGE DATE MEXT TYPE OF
DATE OF TYPE OF AT TIME QF | INSPECTION | INSPECTION | INMSPECTIOMN
INSPECTION | INSPECTION | INSPECTION OUE DUE DUE

e m m— e rEm

-
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NORTH AMERICAN STANDARD
INSPECTION PROCEDURE
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Differences in the Levels of Inspection

Inspection ltems

1.

Dirivers Licenss

&, Medical examiner’s certificate and waiver

Li
11.
12

13.
14.
15.
16,
17.
18.
19,
20,
2l

22

2T

(if applicable}
Alcohol and drugs
Drivers log (hours-of-service and duty status)

Seathelt system
Periodic inspection documentation

Brake system
Coupling devices
Exhoust system
Frome

Fuel system

Broke, head, tail lamps, tum signals,
and lamps on projecting loads
Safe looding of cango

Steering mechanism

Suspension

Tires

Wheals, rims and hubs

Van and open top trailer bodies
Windshield wipers

Emergency exits (for buses)
Hazardous materials requirements
{as applicable)

Cme uu:.*r o (nspection of a

CV5A decal issued for “Pass” inspection
(no vielations/defects found in itemms 7-20)

MNobes:

Level | | Level IIF | Level Level IV | Level W™
v | v v |
v ¥ ¥
¥ ¥ ¥
II'T ¥ ¥
v | v v | v _ |
v ¥ ¥ 4
¥ ¥ ¥
4 4 4
e L v
¥ ¥ v
' ¥ 4
v v L
v v v
4 v v
¥ 4 v
v | @ v
2 v
v v ¥
v | ¢ v_
v L i
v L ¥ U
v
v U

* Level Il inspections only include those items that con be inspected without physically getting

urder the vebicle

** Level V inspections are conducted without a driver present
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Inspection, Repair & Maintenance Record

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

MSEE BEALL MUKBER
YEAR TIRE BZE
COMPAKT MNUMBENGOTHER LD CAWNER. F LEASED
DATE OFERATION PERFORMED, INSPECTION AMD/OR REPAIR

=
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ANNUAL VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT

REPORT
NUMBER

FLEET UNIT NUMBER

DATE

MOTOR CARRIER OPERATOR

INSPECTOR'S NAME (PRINT OR TYPE)

ADDRESS

THIS INSPECTOR MEETS THE QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS IN SECTION 396.19.

O YES

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION (») AND COMPLETE [] L|IC. PLATE NO. [ VIN [ OTHER

VEHICLETYPE [J TRACTOR [ TRAILER [ TRUCK
[J (OTHER)

INSPECTION AGENCY/LOCATION (OPTIONAL)

. VEHCLE

OK ] e ITEM OK ] e

OMPONENTS INSPECTED

ITEM

OK |Neeps| repare
REPAIR|  DATE

ITEM

1. BRAKE SYSTEM

a. Service Brakes
. Parking Brake System
. Brake Drums or Rotors
. Brake Hose

4. FUEL SYSTEM
a. Visible leak
b. Fuel tank filler cap missing
c. Fuel tank securely
attached

. Brake Tubing
Low Pressure Warning
Device

. Tractor Protection Valve

-~ 0o Qo 0T

5. LIGHTING DEVICES
All lighting devices and
reflectors required by Section
393 shall be operable.

9. FRAME
a. Frame Members
b. Tire and Wheel Clearance
c. Adjustable Axle
Assemblies (Sliding
Subframes)

. Air Compressor 6.

Hydraulic Brakes
. Vacuum Systems

T - Ta@

2. COUPLING DEVICES

SAFE LOADING

Part(s) of vehicle or
condition of loading such
that the spare tire or any
part of the load or dunnage
can fall onto the roadway.
Protection against shifting
cargo

Electric Brakes a.

10. TIRES
a. Tires on any steering axle
of a power unit.
b. All other tires.

11. WHEELS AND RIMS
a. Lock or Side Ring
b. Wheels and Rims
c. Fasteners
d. Welds

3. EXHAUST SYSTEM

a. Any exhaust system
determined to be leaking at
a point forward of or directly]
below the driver/sleeper
compartment.

b. A bus exhaust system
leaking or discharging to
the atmosphere in violation -

o Q o Q

STEERING MECHANISM
Steering Wheel Free Play
Steering Column
Front Axle Beam and All
Steering Components
Other Than Steering
Column
. Steering Gear Box
. Pitman Arm
Power Steering
. Ball and Socket Joints
. Tie Rods and Drag Links
Nuts
Steering System

a. Fifth Wheels b.
b. Pintle Hooks

c. Drawbar/Towbar Eye 7.
d. Drawbar/Towbar Tongue a.
e. Safety Devices b.
f. Saddle-Mounts c.

12. WINDSHIELD GLAZING
Requirements and exceptions
as stated pertaining to any
crack, discoloration or vision
reducing matter (reference
393.60 for exceptions)

13. WINDSHIELD WIPERS
Any power unit that has an
inoperative wiper, or missing
or damaged parts that render
it ineffective.

of standards (1), (2) or (3). 8. S
c. No part of the exhaust
system of any motor vehicle|
shall be so located as
would be likely to result in
burning, charring, or
damaging the electrical

motor vehicle.

SPENSION

a. Any U-bolt(s), spring
hanger(s), or other axle
positioning part(s) cracked,
broken, loose or missing
resulting in shifting of an
axle from its normal position.
Spring Assembly

Torque, Radius or Tracking
Components.

wiring, the fuel supply, or b.
any combustible part of the c.

List any other condition which may
prevent safe operation of this
vehicle.

INSTRUCTIONS: MARK COLUMN ENTRIES TO VERIFY INSPECTION: __X__ OK, __X__ NEEDS REPAIR, _NA

IF ITEMS DO NOT APPLY,

REPAIRED DATE

CERTIFICATION: THIS VEHICLE HAS PASSED ALL THE INSPECTION ITEMS FOR THE ANNUAL VEHICLE INSPECTION REPORT IN

ACCORDANCE WITH 49 CFR 396.

© Copyright 1994 & Published by J. J. KELLER & ASSOCIATES, INC. Neenah, WI 54957-0368
PRINTED IN THE U.S.A.

ORIGINAL
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INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
Certification — 49 CFR — Part 396.19

Motor carriers are responsible for ensuring that individual(s) performing an annual inspection
under 396.19 are qualified as follows:

(1 Understands the inspection criteria set forth in Part 393 and Appendix G and can identify
defective components

(1 Is knowledgeable of and has mastered the methods, procedures, tools and equipment used
when performing an inspection

[ Is capable of performing an inspection by reason of experience, training, or both, and quali-
fies in one of the following categories (check all that apply):

I. [ Successfully completed a State or Federal training program or has certificate from a
State or Canadian Province which qualifies the person to perform commercial vehicle
safety inspections. Specify:

or

Il. [ Have a combination of training or experience totaling at least one year as follows
(check all that apply):

A. [ Participation in a truck manufacturer-sponsored training program or similar
commercial training program designed to train students in truck operation and
maintenance. Where and Date:

B. 1 (years) experience as a mechanic or inspector in a motor carrier maintenance
program. Name and Date:

c U4 (years) experience as a mechanic or inspector in truck maintenance at a
commercial garage, fleet leasing company, or similar facility. Name of Facility
and Dates:

D. 1 (years) experience as a commercial vehicle inspector for a State, Provincial,
or Federal Government. Where and Dates:

I certify the above information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Employee

Signature of Mechanic/Inspector Date

Motor Carrier/Company

Signature of Employer/Supervisor Date

Evidence of Inspector Qualifications are on file at:
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BRAKE INSPECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
Certification — 49 CFR — Part 396.25

“Brake Inspector” means any employee of amotor carrier who is responsible for ensuring all brake
inspections, maintenance, service, or repairs to any commercial motor vehicle, subject to the motor
carrier's control, meet the applicable Federa standards.

No motor carrier shall require or permit any employee who does not meet minimum brake inspector
qualifications to be responsible for the inspection, maintenance, service or repairs of any brakes on its
commercial motor vehicles.

Minimum Qualifications
[J Understands and can perform brake service and inspection

[ Isknowledgeable of and has mastered the methods, procedures, tools and equipment necessary
to perform brake service and inspection

[ Iscapable of performing brake service or inspection by reason of experience, training, or both, and
qualifiesin one of the following categories (check all that apply):

I. [ Hassuccessfully completed an apprenticeship program sponsored or approved by a State,
Canadian Province, a Federal agency or labor union, or has a certificate from a State or
Canadian Province which qualifies the person to perform brake service or inspections.

Specify:

or

[1. [ Hasbrake-related training or experience or a combination thereof totaling at least one year as
follows (check all that apply):

A. [ Participation in a brake maintenance or inspection training program sponsored by a brake
or vehicle manufacturer or similar commercial training program. Where and Date:

B. 4 (years) experience performing brake maintenance or inspection in a motor carrier
maintenance program. Name and Date:

C. 4 (years) experience performing brake maintenance or inspection at a commercial
garage, fleet leasing company, or similar facility. Name of Facility and Dates:

| certify the aboveinformation istrue and accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Employee

Signature of Mechanic/lnspector Date

Motor Carrier/Company

Signature of Employer/Supervisor Date

Evidence of Inspector Qualifications are on file at:
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WITHIN AN INCH
OF YOUR LIFE

IF BRAKE SLACK EXCEEDS ONE
INCH, ¥OU COULD BE DRIVIMNG A
"HILLER TRUCK".

THIS 15 THE MOST IMPOARTANT
INCH OF YOUR LIFE.

BRAKES SHOW D BE CHECKED
BEFORE EACH TRIP AND MORE
FRECLENTLY IM HILLY AREAS

On Guard
(A

LLE. Dapartmant of Trantpodalian

TRUCKERS! Poocy afjusted brakes could cos you time and money with aou-of-service
violations, jeppanlize your safety and that of otbers due i impaired siopping abiliay, and even
cost you your life. The only way o be nee thas yoor vehicle's brakes ars properly adjusted iz
twphysically check each wheel on aregulse schedule Btis difficult for vou io sense, simply fram
pedal feel. that your brakes are ool of adjusement, Undernomual braking conditloas, your beakes
ey respend sarlsfamorly, b under a hard o panle sop you may fnd thet yoa are unabls o
siop in tme.

HOW TO CHECK

Bedore checking or making sdjusimems, be sure thal your vehbcle is parked on a Jevel surface
with the wheels hlocked, speing brakes released, and (b emgine shol off. The lollowing
metasurements are for Type 30 air chamber brakes only. For other types, check with your
mechamic, sopervisar, ar masu e prmer.

Crme person meethod: (1) Pull ke chamber pushmd o its Bmé by band or by pryving with a shom
pry bar. (2} Measers from the clevis pin w e chamiber Cace at ba fall seraction and at fll
exlengon, Thedifference Beiween these MEAuremEnes 15 the puskmod travel or slack. One-hakf
inch ix commect, and the MANIMUM ALLOWARLE TRAVEL IE ONE INCH {one-person

methad).

Two-person meiivod: hake the same megsorements deacribed in the one-person method., bal
with brakes fully applied and with hrakes released. Becanieof the conssderable sieetching ssd
bending of varions parts wihen usng the teo-persan method, the MAYTMUS ALLOWASLE
TRAVEL IS TWO INCHEE for Type 30 air chamb - hraioes,

HOW TO ADJUST

Brake adjustment, of “aking upihe slack,” ks donc by fisc making sure the brakes ae released,
then wrning the adpasiang bobton the slack adjusier arm:  {1) Depress the spring locking slosve
with a wrench (2} Tighten the bolt until solid mesistance is mel This indecases hat the brake
Linings are touching e dnom.

MOTE: Most adjusting boles require o normal clockwise tem 10 set up™ the brakes,
but scme require & counber-glockwiss wom, Be abert far any cutward mave-
meeii of the chambber pushinsd and & lack adjuster army whale che adpesiment bolz
is being hormed. This movemEnL fieans you are terming inibe wrong direction.

(3} Resore ninning clearance by hacking off the adjummens betwesn ane-quanier and pae-balf
atum, Re-chick the pushend travel. Proper adjusement leaves one-half as inch, {4) Check each
berake: dnam of rodor for eacessive heat soon afier the brakes have been adjusted. An exim-hot
benke drum means thal you hove adjssied the beakes (o dghely.

For both this type and ather types of brake systems, sbways check with the s fscturer far
proper mainienance and adjosiment procedses. [ you e nod comlomsble with thess
procedures, ask your mechamic O SEPCTYISo
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