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Although marked inequalit ' ios'of atmospheric pressure on d i f fe ren t  pa r t s  

of  tho ear,fh'a surface a r e  probably a frequent cause of earthqualces, and dthough 

pressure ?. istr ibution has ce r t a in  well-known relat ions t o  weather, meteorologists 

have found no evidence t o  support the popular bel ief  that, f o r  a day o r  more beforo 

a severe earthquake, the air  i s  generally still, oppressive and sul t ry* 

often met with i n  California and elsewhere, i s  embodied i n  the following passage 

f r o m  Bret Hartets story, IfThe Uystexy of the Haciontlalf: 

This notion, 

"One night i t  was very warm; 

sunset, leaving an unwonted hush i n  sky and plain. 

tous i n  t h i s  sudden withdrawal of tlmt rude stimulus t o  .the otherwise monotonous 

leve l  that a recurrence o f  such phenomena was always known as learthqwke weather!* 

The wild c a t t l o  moved uneasily in  the distance without feeding; 

mustags aiqroached the confines of the hacienda i n  vague timorous squads. 

the usual trado winds had died away beforo 

There was something s o  porten- 

herds of xnbroken 

The 

silence aiid stagnation of the o l d  house was oppressivsf'l 

The idoa recurs i n  both ancient and modern l i t e r a tu re .  It i s  evidently 

connected.' with the belief of speculative Greek philosophers tha t  e a r t h q u e s  a re  

caused by winds inside the earth. 

marked before the more violent  earthquakes: f o r  when the wind i s  not par t  outsido 

the earth and past inaldo, but moves i n  a single body, i t s  strength must be greater." 

Thus Ar is to t le  says that calm Itmust be most 
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