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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES $367,000 

FOR VILLAGE OF LAURENS WATER SYSTEM
SYRACUSE, N.Y., December 27, 2006 – U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development has awarded a $367,000 grant and loan package to the Village of Laurens to complete its new water system.

The funds will be distributed as a $250,000 grant and $117,000 loan and will pay for the cost overrun the Village has encountered in replacing its 108-year-old water system. The new system includes an 115,000 gallon storage tank, water meters and an emergency generator. 

The grant and loan award brings USDA Rural Development’s total investment in Laurens’ water system to nearly $1.6 million. Rural Development provided a $980,000 loan and a $220,000 grant in FY 2005. 
“The Village of Laurens is pleased with the package from USDA Rural Development,” said Robert M. Zack, Mayor, Village of Laurens. “The village water project has been a very long process and we are now looking forward to the next step in the process and finally the completion of the project in the very near future.”
“We’re pleased to help the Village of Laurens complete this important project,” said Scott Collins, Acting Director of USDA Rural Development in New York. “This grant, combined with Rural Development’s previous award, will help Laurens replace an antiquated system of undersized lines, improving fire protection and ensuring more than 200 homes continue to have safe and reliable drinking water.” 
The water system funds were made available through Rural Development’s Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program. The program’s objective is to provide infrastructure for rural areas of up to 10,000 in population. Public entities can apply for loans and grants from the program and funds must be used to improve public water, waste collection and treatment systems.

USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available by contacting the Johnstown office at (518) 762-0077, extension 4, or by visiting Rural Development’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny. 
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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