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National 
Weather 
Service 

Louisville 
 

The National Weather 

Service Forecast Of-

fice (WFO) in Louis-

ville is responsible for 

all official weather 

warnings, forecasts, 

and historical weather 

data across ten coun-

ties in southern Indi-

ana and 49 counties in 

central Kentucky.  Our 

area reaches roughly 

from Jasper and Madi-

son in Indiana south to 

the Tennessee border, 

including the Lexing-

ton and Bowling Green 

regions.  The office 

operates 24 hours a 

day, every day of the 

year. 

 

The office is led by 

Meteorologist-in-

Charge (MIC) John 

Gordon.  Mr. Gordon 

arrived at Louisville in 

January 2005. 

Your Only Official Source for Weather Warnings 
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National Weather Service 
6201 Theiler Lane 

Louisville, Kentucky  40229 
(502) 969-8842 

http:/ /weather.gov/ louisvi l le 
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Winter 2007-2008 
 

In November 2007 the 

Climate Prediction Cen-

ter issued a winter fore-

cast for the Ohio and 

Tennessee valleys that 

called for a good chance 

of a warm and wet win-

ter. 

 

Indeed, a warm and wet 

winter is exactly what we 

got.  The entire region 

was one to two degrees 

warmer than normal over 

the course of the sea-

son.   As for precipita-

tion, southern Indiana 

and northern Kentucky 

were five to seven 

inches above normal, 

while southern Kentucky 

was roughly one to five 

inches above normal.   

 

The wet winter was a 

welcome relief after a 

terribly dry summer and 

fall that sent much of 

central Kentucky into the 

depths of a significant 

drought. 

 

Much of the precipitation 

came in the form of rain, 

with the region receiving 

much below normal 

snowfall.  Bowling Green 

didn’t have its first meas-

urable snow of the sea-

son until February 26! 

 

Is Severe Weather Season Coming or Going? 
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A TOUGH  
SEVERE 

WEATHER  
SEASON THIS 

YEAR? 
 
What’s in Store? 
 

The Climate Prediction 

Center is forecasting La 

Nina conditions, which 

persisted through the 

2007-08 winter, to con-

tinue into the middle of 

2008.  What does this 

mean for us? 

 

Recent studies have 

shown that the spring 

and summer months 

following a La Nina win-

ter are characterized by 

a marked increase in 

severe weather from 

the lower Mississippi 

Valley northward 

through Kentucky and 

Indiana. 

 

An informal local study 

done at the Louisville 

NWS office found that 

central Kentucky and 

southern Indiana see 

nearly twice the number 

of tornadoes after a La 

Nina winter compared 

with after El Nino and 

neutral winters.  Also, 

all springtime F5 and 

F4 tornadoes since 

1950 in this region have 

occurred following a La 

Nina winter! 

Is Severe Weather Season Coming or Going? 
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Is Severe Weather Season Coming or Going? 
NWS Speakers and 
Tours Available 
 

Meteorologists from 

NWS Louisville are 

happy to speak at club 

functions, schools, and 

other public forums.  We 

can speak on any 

weather-related subject, 

and have given many 

talks at schools, social 

club meetings, and 

chambers of commerce.  

We bring our own pres-

entation and our shows 

are usually less than an 

hour in length. 

 

We also welcome tours 

to the weather office.  

We are located at the 

junction of Interstate 265 

and Smyrna Road on the 

far south side of Louis-

ville.  We can accommo-

date tour groups of 20 

people or less.  The 

tours include a demon-

stration of how we fore-

cast the weather, the 

tools we use, and a 

quick look at items such 

as NOAA Weather Ra-

dio, WSR-88D radar 

data, and our rain gauge 

and temperature shelter. 

 

For more information or 

to set up a tour appoint-

ment please call us at 

(502) 969-8842 during 

regular business hours.  

We look forward to 

meeting you! 
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NWS NEEDS 
YOUR HELP! 
 
Observe and Re-
port Weather 
from Your Back 
Yard 

 

Every year meteorolo-

gists from the NWS 

give severe weather 

spotter training classes.  

The single session 

class takes about two 

hours and thoroughly 

trains members of the 

public on recognizing 

severe weather, and, 

most importantly, re-

porting it to the NWS.  It 

is through these reports 

that the NWS can more 

easily issue accurate 

and timely life-saving 

warnings.   

 

Another fun way to get 

involved with weather is 

to join CoCoRaHS 

(Community Collabora-

tive Rain, Hail, and 

Snow Network).  It is a 

national network of 

thousands of volunteers 

who measure precipita-

tion at their home or 

business and send the 

report in to the NWS.  

The information is ex-

tremely valuable to me-

teorologists, especially 

when gauging the pos-

sibility of flooding. 
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Is Severe Weather Season Coming or Going? 
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Major Weather 
Conference Com-
ing to Louisville 
 

Louisville has been 

picked as the site of the 

National Weather Asso-

ciation’s annual confer-

ence.  The National 

Weather Association 

(NWA), which was 

founded in 1975, is one 

of the premier meteoro-

logical organizations in 

the United States.   Over 

2700 professional mete-

orologists are members 

of the NWA, primarily 

from the broadcast me-

dia and government in-

stitutions such as the 

NWS. 

 

The conference will be 

held October 11 through 

16 at the Galt House 

downtown.  This year’s 

theme will be “Utilizing 

Our Past to Improve Our 

Future” and will be 

chaired by the Meteor-

ologist-in-Charge of the 

Louisville NWS office, 

John Gordon.  Work-

shops will be held on the 

first full day of the con-

ference, during which 

weather broadcasters 

can attend special pres-

entations and swap 

tapes.  General opera-

tional sessions will then 

fill out the rest of the 

week.      

University of Louisville Conducts Tornado Drill 
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NOAA Weather 
Radio Can Save 
Your Life 
 
It’s 3 a.m. and a 
Tornado Is Com-
ing Your Way... 

 

If you and your family 

are sound asleep, how 

do you know if a deadly 

storm is bearing down 

on your home? 

 

NOAA Weather Radio 

is a direct pipeline 

straight from the NWS 

to you.  As soon as 

NWS meteorologists 

issue a severe weather 

warning, it is immedi-

ately broadcast across 

the NWR airwaves.  

Many NWRs have an 

alert feature that 

sounds an alarm, plenty 

loud enough to wake 

even the soundest 

sleeper, when a warn-

ing is issued.  Special 

needs radios with bed-

shakers, pillow-shakers, 

and strobe lights are 

also available for the 

hard of hearing.  The 

warning is displayed in 

a text window. 

 

NWR is affordable for 

most and is widely 

available through elec-

tronics outlets.  If you 

have a smoke detector, 

you should also have 

NWR! 

After Summer Drought, a Wet Winter 
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Become Part of a 
Legacy More Than 
a Century Old 
 

In 1890 the Cooperative 

(Co-Op) Observer Pro-

gram was formed, and 

has been going strong 

ever since.  Thousands 

of observers across the 

nation participate in the 

Co-Op network, provid-

ing the NWS with vital 

climatological informa-

tion.  Each day these 

intrepid men and women 

submit reports that in-

clude data such as air 

temperature, precipita-

tion, humidity, and soil 

temperature — all right 

from their own home! 

 

While some folks call 

their reports in to us here 

at the Louisville NWS, 

others choose to enter 

the data through an  

easy to use website 

called WxCoder III (see 

story at right). 

 

Some Co-Op weather 

stations have been in 

existence for over 100 

years, with the responsi-

bilities passed down 

through families from 

one generation to the 

next. 

 

If you’d like to become a 

part of this amazing pro-

gram, contact us at (502) 

969-8842. 

WxCoder III Arrives for Our Volunteer Observers 
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We’re Well into 
Our Second 
Century  
 
Serving You 
Since 1870 

 

Though the Smith-

sonian began the na-

tion’s first network of 

weather observes in 

1849, it was the advent 

of the telegraph 20 

years later that really 

spurred the develop-

ment of a national 

weather observing and 

forecasting organiza-

tion. 

 

On February 9, 1870, 

President Grant offi-

cially signed into law 

what would become 

today’s National 

Weather Service. 

 

The Louisville office 

opened its doors on 

September 11, 1871, 

and has been in opera-

tion without interruption 

for all of those 136 

years. 

 

The Lexington office 

opened in October 

1872, though it was 

closed a few years later 

in 1876, before then 

being re-opened in 

1887.  The Lexington 

office merged with the 

Louisville office in 1996. 

We Can Do That! 
“I have sensitive plants outside and need to know how long tem-
peratures will be below 32 degrees tonight.” 
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“I know what the afternoon high will be, but I have an outdoor activ-
ity this morning at 10 o’clock.  What will the temperature be then?” 

'��
���
���
���
���
���
����������
6 ������
E �����
��
����AII����������������I

��������I�����������:���B����

)�����
94�����
6 ������
E ����;
�
���
����%����


����	
������
����
�������
��������
���
���
������
�����
>�
���
����	
�������%

����?	
���
����
��
����
�������
��
���
����

1�
����%��%����
�����
���
������
���


���
���
������������
���
����
����
�������
���
������
��
���
�����
����

" ����


��������
����������
������
���
����	
���
����	
���	
������	
���
�����	
�����%

�����
�������	
���
����������
�������
���
������


4����
����
�����
����
���
�����
��
���
��
�8���
�������3


“My basement flooded last Thursday.  How much rain did we get in 
Lexington that day?” 
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February 
 

6 
 

2008 

Allen 
County 

 
Kentucky 
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