
	[image: image1.wmf]
	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	
	Gulf Islands National Seashore

3500 Park Rd.

Ocean Springs, MS  39564

228-875-9057 


National Park Service News Release
For Immediate Release

Contact: Terry Wildy
August 20, 2008

228-875-9057 ext. 100
Gulf Islands National Seashore Announces 

Call for Volunteer-In-Park Applicants
“Gulf Islands National Seashore is recruiting volunteers (VIPs) to help park staff in the field of visitor services.  This is a wonderful opportunity to work with other people interested in the park’s diverse resources and to provide information about the park to the visiting public,” says Gulf Islands National Seashore Superintendent Jerry Eubanks.   Individuals selected for volunteer work receive training, volunteer uniforms, and mileage reimbursements (up to 49 miles) from their residence to the park visitor center in Ocean Springs. 
Park VIPs serve as a point of contact for providing information to visitors and are responsible for answering basic questions, giving directions, and distributing maps. Applicants should possess good communication skills, interest in learning about the park, and ability to work with the public.   Most visitor services work takes place indoors at the Gulf Islands Visitor Contact Station.  Park VIPs may choose to work three or more hours a day on a weekly or seasonal basis. 
Individuals interested in applying for a VIP position may call (228) 875-9057 extension 100 for more information and an application. A training session for selected applicants is scheduled for Tuesday, September 9, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. to noon.  The Gulf Islands Visitor Contact Station is located two miles south of  U.S. Highway 90 East on Park Road in Ocean Springs and is open daily from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  For more information about Gulf Islands National Seashore call 228-875-9057 or visit the park’s website at www.nps.gov/guis.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA TM
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


