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Water, A Vital Commodity

The Significance of the Water and Waste Disposal Facility Provision of the Farm Bill

Lexington—September 3, 2002—Congressman Hal Rogers and USDA Rural Development, Rural Utilities Service Administrator Hilda Gay Legg announced the award of $4,465,000 in 2002 Farm Bill funding to Pulaski County.

“As part of the Bush Administration’s commitment to the foundation of rural economic development, over 3300 loans and grants, totaling more than $2.6 billion for water and waste water projects, have been awarded,” said Administrator Legg.  “This is in addition to the $703 million in funding from the farm bill, which includes this project.  This Administration has committed more than $3.4 billion in less than 2 years for rural economic development.”

A ceremonial check of $1,442,000 was presented to officials from the City of Eubank.  These funds, along with a $58,000 contribution from the City, will be used to replace approximately 6 miles of waterlines, paint three existing water storage tanks, and install approximately 30 miles of waterlines to provide water service to 139 new rural users in portions of Casey, Lincoln, and Pulaski Counties.  This funding will also improve water service for 3,946 existing users.

Another ceremonial check was presented to officials of the Southeastern Water Association, Inc.  This $3,023,000 check, along with $101,000 from the Water Association, will be used to install approximately 42 miles of waterlines to benefit 5,517 existing and 191 new users in rural eastern Pulaski County. 

USDA's domestic water and waste water programs, administered through USDA Rural Development's Rural Utilities Service, is designed to bring fresh, clean drinking water and sanitary, environmentally sound wastewater facilities to rural America.  Loans and grants are available to rural communities of fewer than 10,000 residents.
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