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The recent cx?eriences o f  the Byrd cxpecliticn 'nave calI.ed atter. t ion to  

the fmt  tha t  i n  ord.er t o  roach t h o  Antarctic continent i t  i s  necessary f o r  2 SI??.? 

t o  pass through c? grent b e l t  of f l o a t i n ;  i c e ,  know! ax thc Ilpac?P. 

its  broadth vary gront ly  froin year t o  yecr. 

SQa i n  r O C e i t  years, tho %mrod ,I1 i n  Janw:.i*y, 1908 ,, snvr prac t icri l ly no pat$ 

the "Term 2Tova,11 i n  Decoabcr, 1910, was 30 dnys i n  forcing hor way t!vou ;ha 

Its l ini ts  m d  

O f  s temships  tliet have entared ROSS 

D-e p c k  consis ta  p a r t l y  of i ce  frozen i n  tho opcn sea ,  p a r t l y  of sea i c e  

fo rnod  nloix the shore, niicl  p a r t l y  of ico froin gl.acicrs on lnnd. 

&Aft t o  the. north of 170st, undo? tho influelice of prevnilinyly southoastorly ninds 

and curroiits. 

It has a ,.;oncrd 

I t  i n  thus g m d m l l y  carried. toward lonc r  l c t i t u d c s ,  but a t  a CCP 

t a i n  distanco from the cont imnt  i t  cncountors a bol t  of strong winds blo:?inG fros* 

o r  loss d-cnscly comgactod. 

The tendcncy o f  thiz  ice  to  d r i f t  nvqy frorL tho Antarctic shore torrnrd a 

that have bocn ma80 over the ice  pack of the Arctic Ocom. 

(All ri'yhts roscrvod by Scisncc Scrvice, IiIC.) 
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