January 10, 2008

3652 SW Spring Garden Street

Portland OR  97219

503-452-1877

To:  Bureau of Land Management,

Re:  Western Oregon Plan Revision

Dear Sirs:

Your plan to manage the O & C Lands and the Coos Bay Wagon Roads is detailed, and I did not read it all.  What I did read, and what concerns me, is that the land is checkerboarded, with privately held land alternating with the land we’re discussing.

The checkerboard system leads to poor land management, in part because the neighbors do not have control.  As your webpage states, 

“Although some lands have been sold or traded over the years, much of the O&C lands retain the original “checkerboard” character. In general, O&C land is located in the odd-numbered sections and private land is located in the even-numbered sections. This creates management challenges for both the private landowners and the O&C land managers. In the Coast Range, checkerboard ownership is found throughout a typical watershed (private and public). In the Western Cascades, checkerboard is mostly in the lower part of a watershed (BLM and Private) with blocked USDA Forest Service management in headwaters. These ownership patterns have implications for resource management. For the BLM, the checkerboard can affect the agency’s ability to influence watershed or landscape processes.”

Why doesn’t the BLM sell the land under discussion to the neighbors of the land parcels?  The new owners could take care of the land better than the BLM.  Funds raised by selling the O & C Lands and the Coos Bay Wagon Roads Lands would benefit the national government, taking the place of the harvest of lumber that was planned.  The lands would make money for people living in these parts of Oregon, thus benefiting the impacted communities.

If the BLM sells these parcels, this entire process will be over, saving much analysis by many people every few years.  The books that you wrote and sent to me to evaluate are lengthy, and daunting.  Why not end the nonsense and put the lands in the hands of neighbors who live there and use the adjacent land?

Thanks for taking my comments,

Dorothy Hays Shoemaker, PhD

