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Upcoming Events








January 18-INCOTERMS – First Session of S.C. DEC Export Seminar Series: 


Are you connected with the buying or selling of goods internationally?  If so, you need to join us for this half-day introductory INCOTERMS course.  Sponsors:  The S.C. District Export Council, the U.S. Commercial Service – Columbia, and DHL.  Location:  Midlands Technical College/Harbison Campus, Continuing Education Building, Room 113.  Time:  8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon. (Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.) Cost:  $50 per person. For More Information and To Register:  Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/incoterms.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/incoterms.html�.  





January 24-Export Financing Solutions:


This is a one day workshop on your principal export financing solutions.  You will hear from experts from the U.S. Department of Commerce, U.S. Small Business Administration, about available government services and how to use the services to increase sales.  Other items that will be covered include, INCOTERMS and the role of the freight forwarder, how to offer bank financing to your foreign buyers to increase your sales, how export credit insurance can be used to decrease risk, reduce transaction cost and increase sales, and much more.  Location: Surrey Bank and Trust, Mount Airy, NC. Time: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm. For more information: Please contact Dan Holt at  704-333-4886 ext. 226 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:dan.holt@mail.doc.gov" ��dan.holt@mail.doc.gov�.  





February 1- Demystifying the Cash Flow Statement: 


Need a better understanding of your international customer’s financial statement…and maybe need a little help with basic American accounting, too?  This seminar will provide participants’ with a deeper understanding of your customer’s “cash flow” statement and how your customer’s “local” accounting practices may differ from U.S. GAAP.  Sponsors:  U.S. Commercial Service – Columbia, S.C. Department of Commerce and S.C. District Export Council Location:  S.C. Department of Commerce Presentation Center, Capital Center, 1201 Main Street, 15th Floor, Columbia.  Time:  9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.) Cost:  $125 per person includes textbook, Demystifying the Cash Flow Statement, and box lunch. For More Information and To Register: Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/cashflow.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/cashflow.html�.





February 2: UCP 600 - Learn the New Rules to Avoid Litigation and Nonpayment:


The seminar will explain in American business English the changes from UCP 500 and the implications for exporters and importers.  These new rules must be anticipated and understood in sales/purchase contracts for which an L/C is the payment method. Please see more information on Page1 or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ucp600.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ucp600.html�





Feb. 27- REACH Seminar Charlotte, NC:  


REACH, the new EU chemicals regulation is expected to become national law in the 25 EU member states July 1, 2007.  Why is that important?  The legislation will impact not only chemical producers but also businesses using chemicals for their exports to Europe. Please see more information on seminar below.





March 4-10- Doing Business In Mexico, an Export Ready Program on Location in Puebla and Mexico City, Mexico:


Participants will spend a full week in Puebla and Mexico City, Mexico.  You will learn strategies for exporting goods from North Carolina to Mexico, including how to market your product in Mexico, what motivates the Mexican consumer, Mexican business protocol, how to locate foreign agents and distributors, and much more.  For more information, call Ken Dillo, Director, Wake Tech Small Business Center at 919-363-3360, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:kldillo@waketech.edu" ��kldillo@waketech.edu�, or Wayne Loots, Dean, Wake Tech Business & Industry Services at 919-363-3673, email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:waloots@waketech.edu" ��waloots@waketech.edu� 





Upcoming International Trade Events:





•  Expo Manufactura – Mexico’s Leading Machine Tool and Metalworking Exposition – March 13 – 15, 2007, Monterrey, Mexico – Expo Manufactura is recognized as Mexico’s leader among metalworking and manufacturing events.  Going into its thirteenth year, this show brings together buyers and builders to exchange ideas and conduct business.  The 2007 exhibition promises to be the optimal international environment for industry professionals to meet and discuss key topics.  For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ejkrause.com/expomanufactura/" ��http://www.ejkrause.com/expomanufactura/�.





•  U.S. Privacy and Security Technology Opportunities in Canada – Victoria, British Columbia – February 14-16, 2007 – Take advantage of the strong growth in the Canadian privacy and security sector and gain first-hand knowledge of Canadian government policies and requirements necessary to develop business opportunities in Canadian national security.  Canadian enterprises will be seeking advanced and potentially proactive measures such as active intrusion monitoring, early warning security threat notification, real time information security monitoring, development of critical incident response plans and teams, among others.  Participation fee:  $US2000 for first participant + US$900 for each additional participant.  For additional information, contact Connie Irrera, National Sector Coordinator, Safety and Security Industries, U.S. Commercial Service Montreal, tel: 514-398-9695, ext. 2262, � HYPERLINK "mailto:connie.irrera@mail.doc.gov" ��connie.irrera@mail.doc.gov�.





•  Plastics Executive Trade Mission to Canada – April 30 – Toronto, Ontario, Canada – The U.S. Commercial Service is hosting a Plastics Executive Trade Mission to Canada on April 30, 2007.  This event will be held in conjunction with Canada’s largest plastic trade show, Plast-Ex 2007.  For a cost of $1500, U.S. participants will receive:  one day of customized one-on-one appointments with pre-qualified potential partners, briefings on the Canadian plastics industry, Canada-wide market exposure through a promotional brochure, entry pass to Plast-Ex 2007, and more!  Contact Madellon Lopes, Trade Mission Project Manager, (416) 595-5412, ext. 227, � HYPERLINK "mailto:madellon.lopes@mail.doc.gov" ��madellon.lopes@mail.doc.gov�, or your local U.S. Commercial Service Office (see contact info. on page 1) for additional information.
































If You Are a Business Using Chemicals for Your Exports to Europe, You Will Not Want to Miss This Program!





REACH Seminar on New EU Chemicals Regulations - February 27 2007





REACH, the new EU chemicals regulation is expected to become national law in the 25 EU member states July 1, 2007.  Why is that important?  The legislation will impact not only chemical producers but also businesses using chemicals for their exports to Europe.  Proposed by the European Commission in October 2003, REACH stands for the registration, evaluation, authorization, and restriction of chemicals.  Enterprises that manufacture or import more than one ton of a chemical substance per year would be required to register it in a central database.





On February 27, 2007, a half-day seminar on REACH will be held in Charlotte, NC, at the Central Piedmont Community College West Campus.  Keynote speakers will include EU Legislation specialists from Brussels, Belgium. 





Topics will include:


  ● Overview of REACH


  ● Guidance on fulfilling REACH requirements for the export of finished products to the EU


  ●Guidelines to help companies identify if the substances contained in their articles are subject or not to registration or notification requirements under REACH





One-on-One Appointments with specialists available after presentation: We will be scheduling prior to the seminar (more information will be provided on how to register)


Cost:   $75 per person 


****More Information to follow














If You Sell Internationally Through Letters of Credit, You Will Not Want to Miss This Program!  


UCP 600 - Learn the New Rules to Avoid Litigation and Nonpayment- February 2, 2007: Charlotte, NC


Important changes to the internationally recognized rules for letters of credit, UCP 600, have an effective date of July 1, 2007—less than a year away!  While the UCP is not law, if the LC makes itself “subject to the UCP 600,” this set of rules is incorporated into the LC and the parties have agreed to be bound by them.  Why is that important?  It is important because an LC exists to ensure payment to the beneficiary (the seller).  If the seller fails to understand the rules that determine whether his or her documents comply, the entire payment is put a risk—after the merchandise has been shipped!  If you are using letters of credit, either commercial or standby in your import-export operations, you need to know about the new rules, the changes, and how they are going to impact you.  One reliable source is the United States Council for International Business (USCIB), U.S. affiliate of the ICC, which is offering training seminars in major cities nationwide.  Donald Smith, Vice President of Client Services for Norman Technologies, and Frank Reynolds, a member of the USCIB Banking Committee and U.S. Representative to the Incoterms 2000 Revision, will present these seminars.  When?  Friday, February 2, 2007 8:15 am – 4:30 pm   Where? CPCC West Campus Cost?  $395 (Includes lunch, refreshments, and course materials) For More Information and Registration: Please visit: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ucp600.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/ucp600.html� 


*The above excerpt was reprinted with permission from an article in the December 2006 Issue of Managing Imports & Exports.  To download a copy of the entire article, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/currenttradeissues.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/currenttradeissues.html�.


 


U.S. Passport –Don’t Leave Home Without It! 


Just a reminder that effective January 1, 2007, travelers to and from the Caribbean, Bermuda, Panama, Mexico and Canada have a passport or other secure, accepted document to enter or reenter the United States.  For more information go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cbpmc/cbpmc_2223.htnl" ��http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/cbpmc/cbpmc_2223.htnl� 





 The North Carolina Department of Commerce’s International Trade Division participates in a Number of Trade Events Worldwide to Help NC Companies Enter New Foreign Markets. Some of the upcoming events are:


1.      Heimtextil, Frankfurt, Germany. January 10-13.  Contact Glenn Jackman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gjackman@nccommerce.com" ��gjackman@nccommerce.com� or 919-733-2829.


2.	Cologne Furniture Fair, Cologne, Germany. January 15-21.  Contact Thomas Crump at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tcrump@nccommerce.com" ��tcrump@nccommerce.com� or 336-884-8170.


3.	Expo Mueble, Guadalajara, Mexico.  February 14-17. Contact Thomas Crump at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tcrump@nccommerce.com" ��tcrump@nccommerce.com� or 336-884-8170.


4.	Exintex, Puebla, Mexico. March 7-9. Contact Glenn Jackman at � HYPERLINK "mailto:gjackman@nccommerce.com" ��gjackman@nccommerce.com� or 919-733-2829.


5.	CeBIT, Hannover, Germany. March 15-21. Contact Kuldip Wasson at � HYPERLINK "mailto:kwasson@nccommerce.com" ��kwasson@nccommerce.com� or 919-715-5771.


6.      CIFF, Guangzhou, China.  March 26-29.  Contact Tom Crump at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tcrump@nccommerce.com" ��tcrump@nccommerce.com� or 336-884-8170


7.      Plastex, Canada. May 1-3.  Contact Bob VanBrederode at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bvanbrederode@nccommerce.com" ��bvanbrederode@nccommerce.com� or 704-591-0010. 





2010 World Cup Newsletter- Business Opportunities for U.S. Exporters


The U.S. Commercial Service in South Africa recently published its first issue of the 2010 World Cup Newsletter.  In this issue and those that will follow each month, they will highlight opportunities for U.S. business covering a range of sectors.  To access the newsletter, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southafrica/en/401.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southafrica/en/401.html�.





U.S. Trade Representative Applauds Trade Bill Signing 


U.S. Trade Representative Susan C. Schwab recently issued a statement upon President Bush’s signing of legislation authorizing him to grant Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) to Vietnam and extending major trade preference programs.  “With his signature today, the President ushered in a new era of economic opportunity and cooperation between the U.S. and Vietnam.  He also extended trade preference programs that have helped alleviate poverty and created economic opportunities for people in dozens of developing countries, strengthened our economic relationships with those countries, and given consumers here at home more choices.  To read her entire statement, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Press_Releases/2006/December/US_Trade_Representative_Schwab_Applauds_Trade_Bill_Signing.html" ��http://www.ustr.gov/Document_Library/Press_Releases/2006/December/US_Trade_Representative_Schwab_Applauds_Trade_Bill_Signing.html�





EU: The New EU Battery Directive  


The new EU Battery directive that came into force on 26 Sep. 2006 applies to all batteries and accumulators put on the EU market including automotive, industrial and portable batteries. It aims to protect the environment by restricting the sale of batteries and accumulators that contain mercury or cadmium (with some exceptions) and by promoting a high level of collection and recycling. It places the responsibility on producers to finance the costs associated with the collection, treatment and recycling of used batteries and accumulators. The directive also includes provisions on the labeling of batteries and their being removed from equipment. U.S. exporters to the EU that produce and use batteries and accumulators and those involved in the collection, treatment and recycling of batteries and accumulators should be aware of the new requirements. Questions?  Contact the Trade Information Center at 1-800-USA-TRADE





International Governments Statistical Agencies 


This U.S. Census Bureau Website lists statistical information for many countries worldwide. To learn about the economies, populations, GDP, and other statistics for countries around the world, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.census.gov/main/www/stat_int.html" ��http://www.census.gov/main/www/stat_int.html�





Import-Export Resources from the United Nations 


The UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNEFCE) has produced a number of master templates for crucial trade documentation. The site also contains a valuable section on Incoterms 2000. � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/cefact/recommendations/rec_index.htm" ��http://www.unece.org/cefact/recommendations/rec_index.htm�



























































