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	Federal Aviation

Administration

	Memorandum


Date:


December 27, 2007
To: 
Director, Special Projects, AJS-8 
From:  

Joseph Teixeira, Air Traffic Operations Oversight Division, Division Manager, AOV-100
Prepared By:
Scott Proudfoot, Operational Reviews and Investigations Unit, ATSI
Subject:  
PEATEWR07006

AOV recently traveled to EWR in conjunction with a Congressional investigation concerning minimum/emergency fuel events at the EWR airport.  During this visit, AOV inquired about PEATEWR07006 and discovered that the facility reviewed this pilot deviation and found no controller issues pertaining to the event.  AOV disagrees with the facility’s findings for the following reasons:
· COA1434 was cleared to land by the EWR Local Controller (LC).  Shortly afterwards, COA334 was cleared to land by the EWR LC.  When COA334 replied, their transmission was blocked by COA1434 and partially heard.  This blocked transmission should have been recognized by the controller.  The controller should have taken action to notify each pilot of similar sounding callsigns on the frequency and to verify the readback of COA334.
· The LC instructs COA1434 to cross runway 4L.  This transmission is also blocked.  Again, a blocked transmission occurs because of similar sounding callsigns and the controller does not recognize it.  COA334 proceeds to cross runway 4L along with his company, COA1434.
FAA Order states:
2-4-3. PILOT ACKNOWLEDGMENT/READ BACK 
a. When issuing clearances or instructions ensure acknowledgment by the pilot. 
2-4-15. EMPHASIS FOR CLARITY
Emphasize appropriate digits, letters, or similar sounding words to aid in distinguishing between similar sounding aircraft identifications. Additionally: 
a. Notify each pilot concerned when communicating with aircraft having similar 
sounding identifications. 

COA334 complied with an instruction that they thought was for them.  It is not known if they were aware of the similar sounding callsign who was also on the frequency.  The LC took no action to inform or correct COA334 of the erroneous readbacks or to advise them of the similar sounding callsign.  

AOV shares the same goal as the Air Traffic Organization.  We both strive to ensure the safest possible air traffic control system.  If this controller is not aware of their inactions during this event, future events of a similar nature are likely to occur.  

We look forward to any opinion you have on this issue and hope that the facility shares our concerns.  Thank you.
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