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Comment Response 

39-1 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
noise were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-2 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
noise were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-3 Please see response to comment 11-8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comment Response 

39-4 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
community infrastructure were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-5 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
outbreaks of agents were addressed.  Also, 
refer to Chapter 4, Community Safety and Risk. 
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Comment Response 

39-6 Local construction contractors would be 
invited to bid on the project with the goal to 
utilize as much local workforce as possible.  
Prior to bidding, prospective firms will be 
prequalified to ensure that the quality of work 
is maintained.  The prequalification process will 
consist of relevant experience, past 
performance and ability to meet the security 
background check.  The Federal Government 
requires, at a minimum, that labor rates are no 
less than the Davis Bacon Wage Rate.  Use of 
union contractors and wages paid would be at 
the discretion of the firms who submit bids and 
are selected.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39-6 



 
Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 

RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 
5-71 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5-72 
RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 

Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 

RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 
5-73 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5-74 
RML-Integrated Research Facility FEIS 

Chapter 5 – Response to Comments 
 

 

 

Comment Response 

39-7 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
community participation were addressed. 

39-8 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
the range of alternatives were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-9 Please see response to comment 31-4. 
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Comment Response 

39-10 Please see Section 1.7.1 where comments on 
alternatives were addressed. 

39-11 Please see response to comment 11-3. 
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Comment Response 

39-12 Please see response to comment 11-9. 
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Comment Response 

39-13 The format of the document referred to 
suggests that it was a document prepared by 
someone to make a case for the construction 
of a level-4 biocontainment facility at RML in 
the approximate style of an NIH space 
justification document.  It was e-mailed to the 
Director, Division of Intramural Research, 
NIAID’s computer on December 13, 2000.  As 
a matter of routine, it was filed on the 
computer.  It was never put on letter or memo 
head and was never signed.  There is nothing 
to suggest that anyone in the office further 
modified the document or used it in any way.  
It was released as part of a FOIA because it 
was in a folder on a computer marked 
Biodefense (the subject of that FOIA).  NIAID, 
NIH does not support the ideas in the 
document.  Please also see response to 
comment 1-2. 

39-14 Please see Section 1.7.3 which addresses 
comments on the effects of terrorism. 
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Comment Response 

39 Please see response to comment 39-6. 
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Comment Response 

39-15 Please see response to comment 11-3. 
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Comment Response 

39-16 Cost of alternatives is not necessarily required 
in all EISs.  Chapter 1 of the DEIS, SDEIS and 
FEIS state that the expected cost of the 
Proposed Action is $66.5 million.  Please see 
Section 1.7.3 where comments on use of the 
incinerator and use and disposal of hazardous 
chemicals where addressed.  Please see page 4-
17 where revenue is predicted. 

39-17 The effect of an infected laboratory worker on 
the community is addressed on page 4-7 under 
Agent Communicability and Treatment. 

39-18 Please see Section 1.7.2 where comments on 
the emergency plan were addressed. 

39-19 Additional information on waste disposal was 
included in Section 2.1.3.  Impacts on the Class 
1 Airshed are disclosed in section 4.7.1.1 of the 
SDEIS. 
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(cont. on 

next 
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Comment Response 

39-20 The project would not conflict with Ravalli 
County Growth Policy.  County officials were 
interviewed in August 2003 on this issue and 
determined that the Integrated Research 
Facility is within the plan.  

 

[Response to 39-21 on following page.] 
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Comment Response 

39-21 In the EIS, reasonable and foreseeable events were 
extended to worst-case situations ensuring 
contaminant release.  These scenarios were then 
subjected to quantitative analysis as clearly 
demonstrated in the risk assessment.  The results 
of these analyses were that no public health harm 
could be demonstrated.  However, procedures 
and protocols to further mitigate the remaining 
infinitesimally small risks will be developed (See 
Section 4.2.2).  These will include, but not be 
limited to, 

• Operations and maintenance plans 

• Local emergency response and notification 
plans 

• Facility emergency response plans 

• Quality assurance protocols and facility 
certification plans 

Such detailed plans cannot be reasonably 
developed at this time.  Details of the emergency 
response plan will be driven by the agents used in 
the research protocols to be performed.  Agent-
specific plans will be developed prior to the 
commencement of work with a particular agent.  
The other plans will be developed as the final 
design becomes available so that the specific 
features of the facility may be addressed in 
operations, maintenance, quality assurance, and 
certification and testing plans.  Periodic 
reevaluation of these plans will be necessary 
throughout the life of the facility.  New plans will 
be developed as the agents in use change.   
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Comment Response 

39-22 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the effects of the incinerator are addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-23 Please see response to comment 38-1. 
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Comment Response 

39-24 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
increased threat of terrorism were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-25 Please see response to comment 39-16. 

39-25 
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Comment Response 

39-26 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the risk of terrorism were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-27 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the effects of the Proposed Action on traffic, 
community infrastructure, and water supply 
were addressed. 
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Comment Response 

39-28 Please see Section 1.7.3 where comments on 
the effects of the Proposed Action on noise, air 
quality, water, and wastewater were addressed.

39-29 This information has been corrected in the 
FEIS.  See section 4.4.1.1. 
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