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6 Appeals of Immigration Judge Decisions 

6.1 Appeals Generally 

The Board of Immigration Appeals has nationwide jurisdiction to review decisions 
of Immigration Judges. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.1, Chapter 1.2(c) (Relationship to the Board 
of Immigration Appeals). Accordingly, appeals of Immigration Judges’ decisions should be 
made to the Board. Appeals of Immigration Judges’ decisions are distinct from motions to 
reopen or motions to reconsider, which are filed with the Immigration Court following a 
decision ending proceedings. See Chapter 5 (Motions before the Immigration Court). 

This chapter is limited to appeals from the decisions of Immigration Judges in 
removal, deportation, and exclusion proceedings.  Other kinds of appeals are discussed 
in the following chapters: 

Chapter 7 Other Proceedings before Immigration Judges 
Chapter 9 Detention and Bond 
Chapter 10 Discipline of Practitioners 

For detailed guidance on appeals, parties should consult the Board of Immigration 
Appeals Practice Manual, which is available on the Executive Office for Immigration Review 
website at www.usdoj.gov/eoir/biainfo.htm. 

6.2 Process 

(a) Who may appeal. — An Immigration Judge’s decision may be appealed only by 
the alien subject to the proceeding, the alien’s legal representative, or the Department of 
Homeland Security. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.3. 

(b) How to appeal. — To appeal an Immigration Judge’s decision, a party must file 
a properly completed and executed Notice of Appeal (Form EOIR-26) with the Board of 
Immigration Appeals. The Form EOIR-26 must be received by the Board no later than 30 
calendar days after the Immigration Judge renders an oral decision or mails a written 
decision. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.38.  Parties must comply with all instructions on the Form 
EOIR-26. 

Appeals are subject to strict requirements.  For detailed information on these 
requirements, parties should consult the Board of Immigration Appeals Practice Manual. 
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6.3 Jurisdiction 

After an appeal has been filed, jurisdiction shifts between the Immigration Court and 
the Board of Immigration Appeals depending on the nature and status of the appeal.  For 
detailed guidance on whether the Immigration Court or the Board has jurisdiction over a 
particular matter in which an appeal has been filed, parties should consult the Board of 
Immigration Appeals Practice Manual. See Appendix K (Where to File). 

6.4 Waiver of Appeal 

(a) Effect of appeal waiver. — If the opportunity to appeal is knowingly and 
voluntarily waived, the decision of the Immigration Judge becomes final.  See 8 C.F.R. 
§ 1003.39. If a party waives appeal at the conclusion of proceedings before the 
Immigration Judge, that party generally may not file an appeal thereafter.  See 8 C.F.R. 
§ 1003.3(a)(1), Matter of Shih, 20 I&N Dec. 697 (BIA 1993).  See also 8 C.F.R. 
§ 1003.1(d)(2)(i)(G). 

(b) Challenging a waiver of appeal. — Generally, a party who waives appeal 
cannot retract, withdraw, or otherwise undo that waiver.  If a party wishes to challenge the 
validity of his or her waiver of appeal, the party may do so in one of two ways: either in a 
timely motion filed with the Immigration Judge that explains why the appeal waiver was not 
valid or in an appeal filed directly with the Board of Immigration Appeals that explains why 
the appeal waiver was not valid. Matter of Patino, 23 I&N Dec. 74 (BIA 2001). Once an 
appeal is filed, jurisdiction vests with the Board, and the motion can no longer be ruled 
upon by the Immigration Judge.  For detailed guidance on whether the Immigration Court 
or the Board has jurisdiction over a particular matter in which an appeal has been filed, 
parties should consult the Board of Immigration Appeals Practice Manual. 

6.5 Certification 

An Immigration Judge may ask the Board of Immigration Appeals to review his or 
her decision. See 8 C.F.R. §§ 1003.1(c), 1003.7.  This is known as “certifying” the case 
to the Board. When a case is certified, an Immigration Court serves a notice of certification 
on the parties. Generally, a briefing schedule is served on the parties following certification. 

The certification of a case is separate from any appeal in the case.  Therefore, a 
party wishing to appeal must file an appeal even if the Immigration Judge has certified the 
case to the Board. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.3(d). 
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6.6 Additional Information 

For detailed guidance on appeals, parties should consult the Board of Immigration 
Appeals Practice Manual, which is available on the Executive Office for Immigration Review 
website at www.usdoj.gov/eoir/biainfo.htm. 
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