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VZRIFY I NG 1TUTZIEB FOR 3 C k S  TS 

I n  most o f f i c i a l  meteorological establishments 

Mailed May 1, 1931 

t h a t  issue weather fore-  

c a s t s  a more o r  l e s s  systematic comparison i s  made of these announcements with the 

weather t h a t  ac tua l ly  occurs during the periods they cover. 

a t ta ined i n  each forecas t  is generally expressed in terms of percentage, and the 

process of rz t ing i s  cal led "verifying. Methods of ver i f ica t ion  d i f f e r  i n  d i f fe r -  

ent countries. The United States  Vcatner Bureau, nhich v e r i f i e s  all forecasts  made 

by its o f f i c i a l s ,  including thosa mad2 f o r  the purpose of pract ice  and not publica- 

t ion,  ver i f  i s s  forecavsts of llvcathor" separately from those of temperature. The 

l a t t e r  a t t a i n  consistently higher percentages tharl the former. 

!l%e degree of accul-acy 

Tha imles by nhich foi-scasts are verified are  necessarily a rb i t ra ry  and 

the numerical r e s u l t s  a r e  not, perhaps, especial ly  illuminating t o  tho public, though 

these f i g u r s s  a r e  useful t o  the forecast ing i n s t i t u t i o n s  themselves as a means of 

gauging the perfoirnance of forecas te rs  and stimulating competition among them. 

Great 13ritain the ver i f ica t ion  of forecasts  m s  discontinued during the vorld nar 

and has never been resumed. 
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