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IN HONOR OF REVEREND STANLEY

SPREWER

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, as the family
and friends of Reverend Stanley Sprewer
gathered together at memorial services on
January 10, 2002, they celebrated the life of a
pastor who touched the lives of so many. A
‘‘faithful shepherd of God’s flock’’, Rev.
Sprewer’s love for God, his church, and his
family will continue to be remembered and
cherished, after his passing from this earth on
January 6, 2002.

Born in Wauwatso, Wisconsin to James and
Marie Sprewer, Rev. Sprewer was the eighth
child of ten in his family. After accepting Christ
at a young age, Rev. Sprewer’s ambition led
him to graduate from North Division High
School and enlist in the United States Marine
Corps. Following his exceptional service dur-
ing the Vietnam War, Stanley Sprewer’s lead-
ership and thirst for life helped him realize his
true calling, and after building a beautiful fam-
ily of his own, he answered the call to min-
istry.

Beginning his ministry as an exhorter at
Bethel C.M.E. Church Milwaukee, he became
licensed as a local preacher and then or-
dained to elder under the late Bishop Chester
K. Kirkendoll. After graduating from St. Mar-
tin’s Seminary in Milwaukee and earning a
Master of Theology degree from Bethany Bible
College and Seminary in Dothan, Alabama,
Rev. Sprewer began his pastoral journey at
Allen Temple C.M.E. Church in Milwaukee,
where his ministry flourished as he led an out-
standing community-based nutrition program
and led a successful church renovation and
restoration project. His journey then brought
him to Michigan, where he pastored first at the
Dozier Memorial C.M.E. Church in Flint and
then to Detroit, where he served as pastor of
Allen Temple C.M.E. Church, a church in an
economically deprived area where he resumed
a nutrition and clothing outreach program as
well as a nursing home ministry at the Hillcrest
Nursing Home. Rev. Sprewer’s final stop
brought him to Turner Chapel C.M.E. Church
in Mount Clemens, where his leadership and
dedication brought a community together as
the church grew both spiritually and numeri-
cally, and where his legacy of love and service
will continue to live on.

Rev. Sprewer has always given on hundred
percent in every aspect of his life, his work,
his community, his family and his friends.
Those who had the pleasure of knowing him
and the benefit of working with him will surely
continue to remember him as a dedicated,
faithful pastor and friend to all. He will truly be
missed. I invite my colleagues to please join
me in paying tribute to Rev. Sprewer, and sa-
luting him for his exemplary years of care and
service.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TOMASA
BARGAS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to honor a woman whose
passion for life and whose incredible human
spirit is an inspiration to us all. Tomasa
Bargas, a Pueblo, Colorado resident of over
seventy years, recently passed an impressive
milestone, celebrating her one-hundredth birth-
day with four generations of her friends and
family.

Tomasa was born December 29, 1901 in
Irapuato, Guanajuato, Mexico. She came to
the United States at the age of sixteen, set-
tling in Trinidad, Colorado with her husband
Joaquin, and later moving to Pueblo, where
she still resides today. Incredibly, Tomasa is
the matriarch of a family that includes 11 chil-
dren, 34 grandchildren, 74 great-grandchildren
and 37 great-great-grandchildren. It is an im-
pressive lineage of which she is extremely
proud, and which, more importantly, is ex-
tremely proud of her.

Battling overwhelming odds, Tomasa man-
aged to reach this impressive milestone while
battling Alzheimer’s disease, a condition that
has conquered neither her mind, nor her spirit.
Her memories are still very much alive, and
her family and friends are all fortunate to be
able to share in a life as rich and varied as
hers. The remarkable longevity of Tomasa’s
life is a testament to both her will to survive
and her unparalleled passion for life.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
bring to the attention of this body of Congress,
the life and spirit of such an incredible woman.
Through overwhelming odds, she has man-
aged not only to endure, but to brighten and
invigorate the lives of those around her. She
is truly an inspiration to all of us, and I, along
with the many people whose lives she has
touched, am honored to recognize her tremen-
dous accomplishment in reaching her one-
hundredth birthday, and more importantly, her
passion for life and indomitable human spirit.
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JOB CREATION AND ECONOMIC
SECURITY ACT

HON. JOHN R. THUNE
OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, while it appears
that our economy has begun to pull out of its
recent doldrums, people in South Dakota and
across our Nation continue to need help.

I have been arguing for months that the
best way to address many of the problems
facing our nation is to first get our economy
back on track. I strongly believe one of the
ways to accomplish this goal is to pass an
economic security bill.

That’s why, Mr. Speaker, today I have intro-
duced the Jobs Creation and Economic Secu-
rity Act. This legislation is needed to get the
economy moving and put people back to work.

Some have argued that our economy
doesn’t need help or even that putting dollars
back into the pockets of American taxpayers

actually sent the economy into recession in
the first place. Nothing could be further from
the truth.

That’s an economics I don’t understand and
frankly one that every expert I’ve talked to flat-
ly contradicts. They will tell you that getting
the money out of Washington and back in the
hands of Americans is the best way to create
jobs, instill consumer confidence and get the
economy moving.

The provisions of my bill include a tax re-
bate for those who didn’t get a rebate last
year, reducing the 27.5 percent rate to 25 per-
cent immediately, providing for accelerated de-
preciation for businesses, including farmers,
providing unemployment and health care ben-
efits and providing needed tax relief for farm-
ers.

Passing this legislation will be a great first
step in getting our economy moving. However,
I believe we can also do more. Congress
needs to pass a farm bill as soon as possible
so farmers will know what programs to expect
when they begin planting. The House has al-
ready passed legislation to improve and main-
tain the necessary farm programs, while add-
ing a counter-cyclinal safety net to help pro-
ducers when times are tough. It has a strong
and balanced conservation title that provides
incentives for both idling environmentally sen-
sitive land and for performing conservation
practices on working lands.

In addition, it supports value-added agri-
culture to help producers add value to their
raw commodities. Producers will receive more
of the value of what they grow, not merely set-
tling for the prices that they are given at mar-
ket.

Congress should also enact the President’s
energy bill. Again, the House has already
passed a comprehensive national energy pol-
icy, because we’ve become too dependent on
foreign oil. The House bill takes a balanced
approach toward finding new resources here
at home and developing new ideas for the fu-
ture. It also works to improve conservation
today while developing renewable energy
sources for tomorrow.

By acting now on each of these measures
Congress can put our economy and our nation
on the path toward prosperity. Our constitu-
ents demand it and deserve nothing less.
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THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BANK OF GUAM

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 29, 2002
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, in

Chamorro, we refer to the Bank of Guam as
Bangkon Ifit (the Bank of Ifil). Ifil is the hardest
wood that can be found on Guam. The Bank
of Guam has become synonymous with the
strength and durability that the ifil tree rep-
resents. More importantly, both the Bank of
Guam and the ifil tree represent the soil and
soul of Guam.

Responsibility, service and commitment are
words that aptly describe the Bank of Guam
with regard to our island and the Western Pa-
cific. Chartered for operation on March 13,
1972, the Bank of Guam was a life-long
dream of Mr. Jesus S. Leon Guerrero, the in-
stitution’s founder and Chairman of its Board
of Directors.
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