TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A TELEPHONE

CONVERSATI ON BETWEEN THE PRESI DENT AND
JOHN EHRLI CHVAN ON APRIL 14, 1973 FROM

11: 22 TO 11: 53 P. M
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PRESI DENT: Uh, and uh, damm it. I'm |I'm |'mthat
kind of person. |'mnot one that's gonna,
gonna, gonna say, "Look, before this guy's
under attack. I, I, I, I, I'd drop "em"”

EHRLI CHVAN: Uum

PRESI DENT: Don't you, uh, is there sonething to be said
for that or not?

EHRLI CHVAN: Uh, | don't think uh' nunber one | don't
think you'd gain anything by it, if a
probl em doesn't go awry.

PRESI DENT: No, they'll say, "OCh, Jesus that does show
that N xon here is, here is top person, the
closest man to hin? in the office four or
five hours a day, and out he goes."

EHRLI CHVAN: Yep.

PRES| DENT: But, Christ everything nust be w ong.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yep, that's it.

PRESI DENT: and, and.

EHRLI CHVAN: ...then separate the Sianese tw ns.

PRESI DENT: W' ve done so nmany good things, you know,
whi ch Bob has worked on so arduously and uh,
God damm it, so there will be, there will be
fragnents here and there, but Christ we,
peopl e, make m stakes. You don't fire a guy
for a mstake, do you?

EHRLI CHVAN: No

PRESI DENT: No, not for a, not for a well intentioned
m st ake.

EHRLI CHVAN: No, that's right, that's right.

kkkkkkkkk*%x

PRES| DENT: But, uh, I just uh, ny whole view of draw ng

up the line.
talk to Dean.

At one point you're going to
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Il am |, I...
What are you going to say to hinf

Vell, I"'mgonna try and get him |'m gonna
try and get himaround a bit, it's going to
be delicate.

Get himaround in what way?

Well to uh, to uh, get off this uh, passing
t he buck business. It's...

...John, that's...

...lt's alittle touchy and I don't...
John, that's...

...and | don't know how far | can go.

...not going to, uh, that's not going to
hel p you. Look, he's gotta | ook down the
road to, to one point, that, uh, there's
only one man that could restore himto the
ability to practice law in the case things

still go wong.
Un hum  Um hum

Now t hat uh, uh, he's got to have that in
t he back of his m nd.

Um hum

And he's got to know that'll happen. You
know, | don't, you don't tell him

Um hum
but you know and | know t hat
Yeah.
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with himand Mtchell, there isn't gonna be
a God damm question. Because we got a bum
rap. God dam it if Lipschitz gets off with
a. .

Yeah.
...wWith copping a plea...
(Laughs)

...and, and, and getting a suspended
sentence, what in the name of Christ is this
all about. well"™ what it involves, of
course, we have to be fair, it involves, uh
t he hi ghest. ..

The king of the nountain...
The king of the nountain...

Yeah.
...the, uh, trying to keep, uh, suppress the
facts and so forth. | do, and | think you

t hought I was sort of, sort of being

faceti ous about saying get everybody, al

t hese people and this includes LaRue, and
Mar di an and of course uh, of course

Kal mbach. Unh, they've gotta have it and
Dean too. They've gotta have a straight
damm line that, of course we raised noney.
Be very honest about it. But, uh, we raised
noney for a purpose that we thought was
perfectly proper.

Uh hum

But we didn't want to shut 'emup. These
men were guilty.

Yeah.
Ri ght ?
Ri ght .

Um hum
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And uh, they are, we weren't trying to shut
themup, we just didn't, we didn't want 'em
to talk to the press.

Yeah, yeah.

That's perfectly legitimate, isn't it? O
isit? Legitimte not to want themto talk
to the press.

| think it is. | uh, I, I don't have a
perfect understanding of the, of the | aw on
that and I...

You' d say that old D ck was really shaken?
Yeah.

Yeah.

He real ly was.

God damm it. I, | told himonce, | said,
"Dick, | said, the real target here is
Mtchell." He said, "Ch no, it can't be."

You know, now, he's sort of got the idea, |
think, that probably it's Hal deman or
Col son.

Vell, he uh, he, I"'msure he's going to cal
me first thing in the norning.

Yeah. But with himl would be very tough
I'"d say, "Dick, uh, let's not crap around,
mean, they're after Mtchell and they're
going to get him at the present tine. At

| east that's what our evidence, that's what,
what our information...

Um hum

"...indicates

Um hum

...and so here's where we go."

And he's probably doing a little checking
with his US. Attorney tonight.

He'd do that?
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Oh sure, sure. He has to nmake the ultinmate
prosecutive decision or else he has to del
del egate it to sonebody. So he's entitled
to know

Your point is that he would del egate to the
Dean. | think the Dean is the best one to
del egate it to.

Yeah, | do too.

Rat her than you know, rather than, John, the
suggestion that well you resign and then
we' |l put another Attorney Ceneral. That
woul d be a, ...

Um hum

...that would be a hell of an admn ssion that
Christ, that we thought...

He, he isn't gonna want to do that would be

ny guess. He isn't gonna want to resign at
this point.

He shoul dn't, uh, you know, when |I cone to
think about it. | think that he should for
ot her reasons. But uh, Jesus, if we could
get the Ellsberg case over, |I'd just like to

get that FBI guy.
Un hum uh hum

Is there any way at all that you can?

You're going to talk to Ziegler-that you can
get out the fact that you, you have
conducted a thorough investigation?

We'll work on that. | think there is.
| think we have to get that out...

Ri ght.

...don"t you?
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I think so.
The President is calling the signals.

I, | suspect that sonebody's going to put it
together. |, my, hunch is the New York
Times will. They're going to put together,
you see, they have the story that Col son was
i n yesterday.

And they know that Mtchell was in.

And, of course, the, all the wires have that
Mtchell was in today.

They have? Um hum

So, uh, sonebody's going to start stringing
all this together.

And so what woul d happen? You'd have

Zi egler or yourself go out and say, "Yes,
have seen them" O you, haven't thought
t hat t hrough.

Vell, I think 1'd, | wouldn't have to say
|'d seen them | could a, we could a, say
that uh we, we've had a job of work going on
for several weeks

But you can say that the President, because
of the charges that have been made, wanted

an i ndependent investigation made. And he

ordered, directed you to nmake it.

Um hum

You' ve made an i ndependent investigation of
the situation, because the President wants,
if there's anybody is, who is guilty in this
thing, he said, uh, he nmust through the
Judi ci al processes be brought to, brought to
the bar. Is that what you' d say?
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Yep. Well, or, or sinply to aid you in uh,
in uh, analyzing the steps that ought to be
taken here. You're, you' re being asked to
do a lot...

You could say the President...
...of quite extraordinary things.

You coul d say, "The President, President
wants this matter cleaned up, once and for
all."

Ri ght .

It's been hangi ng around and yacked about
and i nnocent people have been hurt in the
process. ..

Ri ght .

...and charges are being throw ng around now
we' ve got a Judicial process and we want
this thing...

Beyond that. ..
... finished.

... beyond that you' ve had all kinds of
Senat ors and Congressnen calling for the
appoi nt ment of uh, ...

Yeah.

...of uh, special comm ssions and all that
kind of thing...

So you're it.

...for, for, uh' you uh, to cone to any sort
of a judgnment on those kinds of proposals
you have to, have a pretty clear
under st andi ng of the facts.
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Right. Well, with Dean, | think you could
talk to himin confidence about uh, about a
thing |like that, don't you? He isn't
gonna. . .

|"mnot sure. I, | just don't know how, how
much to | ean on...

| see.

...that reed at the nonent. But, uh, 1"l
sound it out.

Vell, you start with the proposition, "Dean,
uh, the President thinks you've just been a
you know, you've carried a trenendous | oad
and he has, his affection and loyalty to you
i's just undimnished...

Al right.

" ..And uh, now let's see where the hell we
go and. ..

Uh Hum

"...we can't get the President involved in
this." Hs people, just, | nean that's one
thing we don't want to cover up, but uh...

Yeah.

...uh, there are ways that he can and then
he's got to say that, that, for exanple, you
start with himcertainly on the business of
the obstruction of justice.

That's right. That's right.
Say, "Look John, let's, we need a plan

Um hum
"...And uh, ...
Um hum
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PRESI DENT: "...s0 that uh, so that LaRue, Mardi an and
a, a, the others.” | nmean Christ, uh..

EHRLI CHVAN: Vell. I'mnot sure | can go that far with
hi m

PRESI DENT: No. He can't make the plan up

EHRLI CHVAN: (Unintelligible) 1"Il sound it out.

PRESI DENT: Right. Well, get a good night's sl eep.

EHRLI CHVAN: Thank you sir.

PRESI DENT: "1l bet you do...

EHRLI CHVAN: Al right.

PRESI DENT: ...Sleep well. And if you don't have a way,
it's a curious thing, uh, not curious at al
but uh, John it's, it's, it's just, it's
well, it's terribly painful of course, and |
was t hinking you know, to have, to go to
that damm di nner tonight.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: But nmy point is, well, it is painful and I
just feel better about getting the God dam
t hi ng done.

EHRLI CHVAN: Good.

PRESI DENT: O, or do you agree?

EHRLI CHVAN: Absol utely.

PRESI DENT: And after all, I'm it's ny job and | don't
want this, | don't want the Presidency
tarni shed, but also | don't, I, I, I"'ma |aw
enf orcement man.

EHRLI CHVAN: Yep.

PRESI DENT: And, right?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yep, and you've got to nove on to nore

i nportant things.
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