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WEATHER LORE OF NORM&l%OY 

A recently published bock by 1. Branch Johnson about the folklore  of 

Norlady records a nurzber of quaint and curious bol iofs  re la t ing t o  mathor* 

N@rnaa fisher,.en Once believed tha t  the winds dwelt tnqcthor i n  a grea t  palace; 

idea probably borrowed f ron  c l a s s i ca l  Eythology. Wind i n  general i s  nicl.;nwid 

B o ~ O r % i e  Hardy; a nar;;e explained by the f a c t  that IIhe liltea to  go about opening 

Tho 

by force.lI The patron sa in t  of the wind i s  S t .  Antoine. Jhone Sailors of 

the pays de C a u x  i t  was cnce customry t o  plunLye into the sea singing Bootliing 

lul labies  t o  the sa in t  when they wished the mind t o  abate. 

According t o  a saying on the Bay of  St.  Michel i t  i s  not,  as people say 

in Llany othor par t s  of the world, an old wo::an who i s  plucking her mmm v-~hon i t  

but litho good God i s  pluckins His 'geese t o  prepare then f o r  the narriage of 

His dauThters at Easter." 

The ancient Norsesen saw in  the rainbow a bridge joining heaven and earth,  

'ut t he i r  descendants i n  Norsmdy say i t  i s  the shadow of such a br idw.  The 

'qelieve that  the rainbow sucks up mater f ron the sea and that  should a boat 

t o  pass throrgh the foot of the rainbow i t  mould likewise be suckod up. 

Another bel ief  is tha t  i n  l ightning, and also whon a sudden l isht  breaks 

throwah a stom cloud, the Blessed Virgin nay sonetiraes be seen. The peasmts  Say 

that when a pope dies  a cloud bows before the cardinal whon Heaven ha8 chosen t o  

succeed hin, 
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